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Artist Studies h Vincent van Gogh
 VincentvanGogh(pronouncedVincentvun-KHOKH) (1853–1890) DutchPost-impressionistpainter.ConsideredoneofthegreatestDutchpainters,althoughheremainedpoorandvirtuallyunknownthroughouthislife.VanGoghLessons
 Lesson1:ComplementaryColors(acrylicpaint/artjournal)
 Letsusecolortoaddintensityintoourart!Butfirst,letmegiveyoualittlebackgroundabouthowvanGoghusedhismasteryofcomplementarycolorstoaddenergyintohisartwork.
 Complementarycolorsaretwocolorsthatappearoppositeofeachotheronthecolorwheel.o Blueandorangeo Yellowandpurpleo RedandgreenTheeffectofthisinteractionofcolorsiscalledsimultaneouscontrast.
 Simultaneouscontrastismostintensewhentwocomplementarycolorsaredirectlynexttoeachother.
 • VanGogh’spaintingtechnique
 CaféTerraceonthePlaceduForum,1888
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2 Artist Studies with donna downey
 o TheorangeandblueaccentuateeachotherinVanGogh’sCaféTerraceonthePlaceduForum,above.
 o VanGoghusesthepowerofcomplementarycolorstoheightenthevisualeffect=simultaneouscontrast.
 o Hewantedtomoveoureyesaroundthepainting,notjustbythecomposition,butbyhisuseofcomplementarycolor:
 o Therearwindows–haveaverystrongsaturatedorangesittingrightnexttoapureultramarineblue,thiscausestheshimmeringeffecttogivetheeveningwindowlighta‘glow’.
 o Thefrontofthecobbles–Heusescolorinamoresubtleway.Lookatthesmallarchesoforangeandblue,theyaddmovement.
 o Warmandcoolcolors–addvisualdepthtoapaintingbecausecoolcolorsrecedeintothebackgroundandwarmcolorscomeforward.
 The Night Café, 1888
 • Assignment:Makeyourpaintingassimpleorascomplexasyoulikeusingany2complementarycolors.Ifyouarefeelingfriskydothesamethingforall3complementarycolorways!
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Artist Studies h Vincent van Gogh Lesson2:Self-Portrait(acrylicpaint/artjournal)Asaself-taughtartist,vanGoghpracticedhistechniqueandcraftbypaintingself-portraits.Dozensofthem!!Someofyoumayalreadybefamiliarwithpaintingfacesandforsomeofyouthiswillbethefirsttimeandthatisawesome!Startwhereyouare!Theselessonsarenotaboutmastery,theyareaboutbroadeningyourownpersonalhorizonsandapplyingtechniquesusedbytheartiststhatcamebeforeus.AndIamgoingtotellyouasecret…thisisonlythesecondfaceIhaveeverpaintedinacrylicsinceIstartedmypracticeofpaintingfaces.Ihaveonlypaintedfacesinoil.ItellyouthissoyouknowIwasalittlescaredtooJ.
 • Step1:Takeaselfie!• Step2:Freakout!• Step3:watchthevideolesson• Step4:Freakoutsomemore!• Step5:Youcandoit,itisjustpaintandknowIambehindyoucheeringyouonalltheway!
 BonusLesson:Feelinglikestretchingyourselffurther,tryinterpretingwhatyouloveaboutvanGoghintoastyleallyourown!Sometimeswhenwearefirstlearningorintheearlierstagesofourowngrowthweforgetthatthepracticeswedotodaywillshapeandmakeusabetterartistsdowntheroad.Nomatterwhereyouareinyourownpersonalartjourney,practiceisimportant!IsharethesenextexampleswithyoubecauseIwanttosharewithyouhowtheinfluencesofmasterartistslikevanGoghinfluencethecurrentartofartiststodayandhowItakewhatIseeandlearnandincorporateitintowhatIdo.
 • SkewingtheMastersoneofthewayswecanlearnfromtheartistswerevereistotakethecharacteristicsweloveaboutanartworkandapplytheminawaytoastyleorthemeallyourown.Recently,IparticipatedinagalleryexhibitwhereIgotachancetodojustthat.
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4 Artist Studies with donna downey
 • UsetheseexamplesasguidesbyskewingoneofyourownfavoritevanGoghpiecesintoanexpressivepieceofartthatblendsalittlebitofyouwithvanGogh!
 Example1:
 IncorporatingthecoloranddramaticlinesfromvanGogh’soriginalSelf-Portrait,Iwasabletomarryabitof
 vanGoghandabitofdonnadowneyontothecanvastocreateafloralinmysignaturestyle.
 Example2:
 Usingmovement,colorandcompositionofvanGogh’sTheStarryNighttoinspirethearrangement
 ofelementsasafloral.
 Example3:
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Artist Studies h Vincent van Gogh
 AgainworkingfromthecolorpaletteandbrushworkinvanGogh’sAuversAftertheRain,Iwasabletomorphhispainting
 andmystyletogethertocreatesomethingmoreoriginallyme!
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