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Wende Cold War Museum – September 29th
 ISSUE 9VOLUME 54
 Wende Cold War Museum – September 29th
 SEPTEMEBER 2018
 Winner: 2nd Place Concours – Silver Spur II/III and Bentley Saloon Series Owners: Dr. Wilhelm and Juergen von Bleich1997 Bentley Brooklands, Saloon (EVB59271)
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 2018 Regional OfficersChairman Lou Oddo [email protected] Home: 714 522-5909 Vice Chairperson Rick CarronTreasurer Howard Green [email protected] 10216 Wilmington Lane Apple Valley, CA 92308Secretary Carolyn Quadt 562 598-7028
 Appointed PositionsChief Judge Robert RatinoffTechnical Chairperson Ronny Shaver Membership Chairperson Karen PerraultAwards Chairperson Diane Cerveny Newsletter Editor Dori OisenHospitality Chairperson Joan Hugron Cell: 949 439-0465Marketing/Advertising Gene TowIeEmail: [email protected] Home: 562 596-5049 Cell: 714 642-5001 Directory Editor Karen Perrault Webmaster Steve Power-Fardy Archivist Diane Cerveny Liaison to Dealerships Dr. Donald W. Wise
 2018 Board of DirectorsJoel Cutler Dr. Donald W. Wise Harvey Moyses Bill SundinWilly Hugron Ronny ShaverAnne Vogel John LevyStuart Olesker
 Editorial StaffEditor: Dori Olsen
 Cell Phone: (424) 644-5987 [email protected]
 Please reference RROC in the subject line when sending an email to the editor. Do not send any material or photos that carry a copyright. It is our policy not to publish copyrighted material.
 The Spirit of Ecstasy is published monthly, approximately two weeks after the meet. Articles and notices should be received no later than the 15th of the month prior. Please identify cars (with chassis numbers) and individuals in all photographs. Private party advertisements for Rolls-Royce/Bentley sales, wanted items, parts, lost and found will be published for members at no charge. For car sales, include chassis number and asking price. Photos will be published at a nominal charge. Non-member advertising will be accepted at published rates. Display advertising is accepted, at the discretion of the Editor, for business card, 1/4, 1/2, or full page insertions in increments of three, six or twelve months. Advertisements are published as a courtesy to the membership. The Southern California Region and its Editor(s) do not assume responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from publication. Members are responsible for investigating any advertising claims prior to entering into an agreement with an advertiser. Please contact the Advertising Chairman for information or published rates. Articles reflect the opinion of the authors and do not necessarily reflect national or regional policy. The Southern California Region and its Editor(s) seek to publish accurate material but neither assumes responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from publication. The organization is under the control of the National RROC.
 September
 Wende Museum John and Caryl Levy are hosting us on September 29th at the recently opened Wende Museum in Culver City. The Wende Museum holds an unparalleled collection of art and artifacts from the cold war-era of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union and offers innovative exhibitions and events that illuminate he connections between art and history past and present.
 The tour, led by the museum founder Justin Jampol, will give us an opportunity to see how the citizens of Eastern Europe lived, worked and played under the Stalinist dictatorship.
 Following our museum visit, we will enjoy lunch at the California Yacht Club, overlooking Marina del Rey. Lunch choices are (#1) Eggs Benedict (#2) Classic Breakfast (#3) Chicken Curry Salad (#4) Ruben Sandwich. Please mark your RSVP envelope with your lunch choice.
 Juice, coffee or tea, fresh croissants and pastry are also included. What: The Wende MuseumDate: September 29, 2018Location: Wende Museum 10808 Culver Blvd., Culver City, CA 90230
 Time: 10:30 a.m. Museum Tour 11:45 a.m. Lunch
 Hosts: John and Caryl Levy
 Cost: $45.00
 Payment: Mail your check to: Howard Green, RROC So Cal Treasurer 10216 Wilmington Lane, Apple Valley, CA 92308 RSVP DEADLINE: MUST HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 22, 2018. No refunds will be processed after the RSVP deadline. Payments will not be accepted the day of the event. Limited to the first 24 respondents. DIRECTIONS:From the North: Heading North on 405, exit Culver Blvd., take exit 51 and turn right onto Culver Blvd.
 From the South: Heading South on 405, exit Culver Blvd.,/ Washington, turn left onto Culver Blvd.
 Joseph MochAnaheim, CA
 Will de RothschildLos Angeles, CA
 Matthew MalamutLos Angeles, CA
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 2018
 Ourmemberscan’tbediscouraged.Evenwiththewildfiresraging inNorthernCalifornia, someofourmembershopped intheirPMCsandwenttotheNationalMeetatLakeTahoe.I’mlookingforwardtohearingallaboutthemeet.OurownTechnicalChairman,RonnyShaver,wasonthejudgingteam;agreathonorforhimandourregion.
 Kudos to ourmeethostsJimDavidson andAnneVogel andourViceChair,RickCarron,forarrangingsuchfabulousevents.Jim hosted the July FIDM event that sold out andAnne andTomMerrillhostedtheAugustJonathanClubluncheonthatalsosold out. Both eventswere fantastic! Read about the FIDMeventinthisissueofthenewsletter.TheJonathanClubwillbefeatured intheOctober issuewithsomefabulousphotosthatreallycapturethevenue.Severalofoureventshavebeensoldoutthisyearsobesuretogetyourreservationsinearly!
 Our annual election of officers and directors for 2019 iscomingupandwearelookingformemberswhoareinterestedinservingontheBoardofDirectors.ContactNominatingChairmanKarenPerraultbyemailatkaren@rtnd.comifyouareinterestedin serving. It’s a great experience and I encourage you tovolunteer.BallotswillgooutinOctoberandwillbecountedattheboardmeetingonNovember11th.
 JohnandCarylLevyhavearrangedforustogotheWendeMuseum in Culver City on September 29th, followed by lunchat the California Yacht Club. This museum has a fabulouscollectionofColdWarmemorabiliaandart.Thereisalimitof24participantsforthiseventsogetyourreservationsinrightaway.
 Ournewslettereditor,DoriOlsen,hasaskedmetothankallofthosememberswhohavecontributedarticles,photos,etc.oftheiradventures in theirPMC. Sheappreciatesandwelcomesallsubmissions,soifyouwouldliketobe“published”,sendyourcontributiontodorianolsen@earthlink.net.Ifyouwouldlikeyourcartobefeaturedonthecoverofthenewsletter,dropheraline;Iknowshewouldappreciateit. Regards,Lou
 Chairman’s Corner
 September8 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 29 Wende Cold War Museum $45 Hosts: John and Caryl Levy
 October6 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver28 Fox Hunt $52 Hosts: Karen Perrault, Joan Hugron Sonia Haight and Joy Jacot
 November3 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 11 Board Meeting and Ballot Count
 December 1 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver22 Holiday Party Host: Karen Perrault
 IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING EVENT REFUNDS At the board meeting on January 27, 2018 the Board of Directors voted to implement the following policy on refunds for event payments and defined what constitutes an event reservation:
 • A refund may be processed if the refund request is made inwriting,byemailorbywrittencommunication,andRECEIVEDbytheTreasurerbytheRSVPdateoftheeventaspublishedinTheSpiritofEcstasy.
 • RefundrequestsmaybesenttoHowardGreen,[email protected],RROCSo-CalTreasurer,10216WilmingtonLane,AppleValley,CA92308.
 • TheeventarticleformatinTheSpiritofEcstasywillbeupdatedtoincludethefinaldateforrefund.
 • AcompletedreservationrequiresthatthemoneybeRECEIVEDbytheTreasurerbytheRSVPdeadline.
 • Paymentforaneventwillnotbeacceptedthedayoftheevent.
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 The Cover StoryBy Dr. Wilhelm and Juergen Von Bleich
 Our 997 Bentley Brookland was purchased by us in 2002. The car had only 22,000 miles. What compelled us to acquire this car for our collection was its uniqueness from other Brooklands of that period. The first owner had ordered it with a metrix mesh grill, “B” badges on the exterior quarter panels, veneered door panels, vanity mirrors, picnic tables and leather trim surrounding the bezels of the switch window bar and the handle bezel in order to open the door from inside.
 The car is a beauty! We have friends in Canada and have driven the Bentley twice to Canada; Vancouver B.C. and Alberta. We have received many compliments. There’s one in particular that we still remember: As we were exiting the ferry from Vancouver B.C. on to Vancouver Island, a passerby said “Finally a true British car. You must be film producers.” We smiled and went on our way.
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 FIDM TourBy Jim Davidson
 RROC visit to the FIDM (Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising) happened to fall on the hottest weekend of the year to date. Nevertheless, we had a nice turnout of members and friends for what turned out to be a very interesting tour.
 We met in the open air rotunda at 10 a.m. but soon adjourned to the air conditioned 2nd floor lounge to finish our pre-tour refreshments. Did you notice what the world’s only Museum of Fragrance is here? That bottle of expensive perfume you bought your mom for Mother’s Day or the English Leather cologne guys got for high school graduation were likely enshrined in display cases to show FIDM students what people gave each other before there were iPads!
 Our tour began on the first floor with a viewing of runway fashion highlights and costume design over the last 300 years. Noted runway photographer, Michel Arnaud, recently donated his photographic archives to the school so we got to see not only his images that appeared in magazines around the world but the actual gowns he photographed on display. Then there were rare and historically interesting garments like those made of actual gold or silver thread. They had to be well lined because the fabric was razor sharp and very abrasive, but apparently affluent people who wanted to show off were willing to endure some discomfort. When these garments were tattered or out of style they were melted down to reclaim their precious metal content which makes them incredibly rare today. Our docent was the museum’s curator, Kevin Jones, and everyone was impressed with his knowledge and the many details he was able to include.
 It was a completely different experience than walking through the museum without a guide. What struck me is that everyone in our group seemed fascinated by what they saw, including some of the guys who were undoubtedly dragged there by their wives!
 After our tour everyone walked up Grand Avenue to the historic Biltmore Hotel for lunch despite the hot weather. During its 95 years the Biltmore has been a favorite of celebrities, heads of state, and international tourists. We had our own private dining room and the well-organized staff began serving as soon as we sat down. After lunch many chose to explore the hotel and some of
 its historic photographs just off the lobby. The 1935 Academy Awards banquet with all of Hollyood’s best known luminaries was particularly interesting.
 Walking back to the FIDM parking lot we couldn’t help but notice what a renaissance downtown is experiencing. Among the historic buildings there are trendy restaurants, boutique hotels, new museums, and much more. Downtown is certainly worth repeated return visits (like the Jonathan Club tour and lunch in August). There’s so much to see in Southern California and RROC intends to explore it month after month. Be sure to join us for more car events, tours, and camaraderie--we’ll be looking for you!
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 FIDM Photos Continued
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 FIDM Photos Continued
 ~ Thanks to Joan Hugron and Rick Carronfor contributing the photos of the FIDM
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 2018 RROC So-CalFOX HUNT

Page 9
                        

9SEPTEMBER 2018
 Tony Handler,a Man of Integrity
 By Rich and Sharon Pescatore
 My wife and I are new to the Rolls-Royce community and would like to share a wonderful experience that we had with long time enthusiast, Tony Handler. I believe that many of you either know him personally or know of him. We recently purchased a 1960 SCII from Tony. About six weeks after purchasing the PMC, we experienced a Failure to Proceed. The Cloud was towed home and, at a loss of what to do, I contacted Tony’s right-hand man, Santos, and asked for trouble- shooting ideas. In less than an hour after I spoke with Santos, I received a call from Tony. With absolutely no obligation to do so, Tony cheerfully offered to repair whatever the problem was. That turned out to be a major undertaking as I had dropped a valve seat which, in turn, created significant damage to the head and one of the cylinders. Without hesitation, Tony promptly completed the rebuild and we are back in the driver’s seat. My wife and I have met a number of wonderful people since joining the RROC, but Tony clearly stands out as a man of great integrity and honesty. We are forever grateful and look forward to becoming more active in the RROC.
 2018 Annual Fox HuntSunday, October 28th
 The annual RROC Fox Hunt will be here before you know it. Sunday, October 28th is the date, and although at this point the exact location is a secret, I can tell you that you will be seeing various parts of the South Bay and Long Beach. Freddy and Fredricka have been very elusive for many months now, but rumors are that they want to get our and play. So, let’s all play with them.
 The gathering time will be 9:30 a.m., with a take-off time of 10:00 a.m. We will meet for some light refreshments, some coffee and juice, receive our instructions and off we will go trying to catch up with those pesky foxes. Of course, you will be required to answer various questions on your route around town, and will have to get out of your PMCs to retrieve parts of the pictures of our furry friends and bring these parts with you when you finally reach your destination, which will be a culinary delight of unbelievable proportions. Don’t worry because you will be given a panic envelope in your packets, and this will tell you where lunch will take place, and directions on how to get there. However, if you have to open that panic envelope, you may not have the opportunity to be declared the winner or the 2018 Fox Hunt.
 All the details to this exciting event will be in the October newsletter, except where you will end up for your fantastic meal, but that’s what makes this so much fun. The cost for this fantastic adventure with an extraordinary meal is $52 per person, but I know when you reach your destination and partake in the culinary extravaganza you will know it was all worth it. So please mark your calendars and send in your reservations now.
 You know you are in good hands with this year’s Fox Hunt Crew consisting of Joan Hugron, Sonia Haight, Joy Jacot and Karen Perrault.
 See you there!
 We Need You!2019 is not very far away, and it is time to fill the roster for Officers and Directors for next year. We have openings for three directors
 as well as other board positions. These positions are not too time consuming and are a great opportunity to get to know your fellow
 RROC members. If you have any interest at all in being on the RROC 2019 Board of Directors, please contact Karen Perrault,
 [email protected] or 310-962-8183.
 Thank you for considering serving.
 Other Car Events Palm Springs Air Museum Famous Planes, Cars & Chili Cook-off - October 27th Contact Eric Baltzar for information: [email protected] / [email protected]
 CLASSIC CAR SALES & CONSIGNMENTS • CLASSIC CAR STORAGE
 EVENT VENUE • CREVIER SALES & LEASING (OF ALL MAKES & MODELS)
 365 Clinton St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626 | 714.426.0238crevierclassiccars.com | [email protected]
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 THOMAS H. WARDENLAW CORPORATION
 THOMAS H. WARDENAttorney At Law
 5850 CANOGA AVENUESUITE 204
 WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367
 [email protected] Tel: (818) 710-8131Fax: (818) 710-8130
 Serving Ventura and Los Angeles Counties
 What Kind of Pistons Should I Use In My Silver Cloud III?
 by Ronny Shaver, Technical Chairman We recently had a Silver Cloud III delivered from out of state with some oil consumption problems. The customer informed us that the engine had been overhauled by the previous owner, but the car was billowing blue smoke from the tail pipe. He said that he had just had a local mechanic perform a valve job, but there was no improvement. Once the car was unloaded and started up we definitely confirmed the smoking condition, but also noticed a light rattle in the engine at idle and when revved up. The customer was informed that the cylinder heads would need to be removed, along with the pistons for inspection. Once the heads were removed, we disassembled the freshly machined cylinder heads and found the “smoking gun” that was causing the excessive smoke. The original valve springs and seals were installed, which is absolutely fine. That is, if they are installed correctly. The previous shop had installed the smaller valve springs above the large retainer instead of under the large retainer. This did not allow the original rope-type seals to be compressed since that is the smaller spring’s job.
 The photo below shows the improper order of assembly:
 Note that farthest left is the small retainer, then the large retainer. The smaller spring in the picture belongs between the two retainers.
 We could have tried to install the heads and see what happened, but my conversation with the owner revealed that he too noticed the noise in the engine and wanted it addressed also. Once we removed the pistons, we discovered that they were new and aftermarket. See next picture:
 The old piston on the left is a factory piston; the one on the right is an aftermarket. The fact that the pistons were not factory doesn’t necessarily mean that they were bad. These pistons were for a 4.125” bore, while the factory pistons are 4.100” bore. Which more than likely means that the previous owner found out the engine needed new pistons and sleeves, but found a “cheaper” piston that was close, had the cylinders bored to fit and put the engine together. The fact that the engine smoked the same amount before the recent valve job and still smoked after the improper re-assembly is suspect. When aftermarket pistons are used, more often than not, the factory piston-to-cylinder clearance has to be increased due to different expansion rates of piston materials used. The factory pistons are very high quality forged pistons that have virtually zero expansion when heated up. Therefore the factory clearance between piston and cylinder is almost nil. Whereas, many aftermarket pistons require more than .003” clearance since they expand so much. When they are cold they will make a rattling or light knocking noise when running. They usually quiet after warm up. This car did not. We inspected the aftermarket pistons more closely and found that the wrist pin was dead center in the piston. Ahah! The factory piston wrist pins have an offset of about .100” to help reduce any rattling or knocking noises. The factory discovered this problem in the Silver Cloud IIs and corrected the inherent noises by offsetting the wrist pins and also making them much larger. Once we installed 8 new factory pistons with new sleeves, refit the properly assemble cylinder heads and got the car running again, the engine was quiet and did not smoke. Hard to beat factory parts and proper assembly. In closing, aftermarket pistons could be used, provided they are duplicated properly and the owner is OK with a little extra engine noise when cold. But in our shop, only factory pistons will be used on any V8 Rolls-Royce or Bentley engine.
 Thank you for the questions and keep them coming. Please send your questions to Ronny at [email protected]. Happy Motoring!
 Ronny
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 Rolls-Royce Bentley Exclusive Expert Service
 By appointment only please
 Repair-Inspection-Restoration
 1111 West 1st St
 Santa Ana, CA 92703
 714-953-0896 [email protected]
 Ronny Shaver
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 EST. 1989
 800 423-5525 calcarcover.com
 Premium Car Covers for Bentley&Rolls-Royce
 USE CODE "RROC" WHEN PLACING AN ORDER
 FLOOR MATS • SEAT COVERS • COLLECTIBLES • GARAGE ITEMS
 Rolls Royce 0614_Layout 1 6/29/14 1:19 PM Page 1
 W I T H G R E A T C A R S
 C O M E S G R E A T R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y( A N D S E R I O U S B R A G G I N G R I G H T S )
 800.922.4050 | HAGERTY.COM
 0333 323 0989 | HAGERTYINSURANCE.CO.UK
 877.922.9701 | HAGERTY.CA
 PROTECTING THE WORLD’S FINEST COLLECTIONS
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