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Concours d’ Elegance – March 29th
 VOLUME 50 ISSUE 3 MARCH 2014
 Winner of the 2013 Best Restored Rolls-Royce AwardOwner: Gene Towle 1963 Silver Cloud III, Saloon (LSCX7)
 Concours d’ Elegance – March 29th Concours d’ Elegance – March 29th
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2014 Regional OfficersChairperson Pierre Lemieux 760 408-0230 Vice Chairperson Karen PerraultTreasurer Terri Mercurio Secretary Carolyn Quadt 562 598-7028
 Appointed PositionsChief Judge Tom Mercurio Technical Chairperson Ronny Shaver Membership Chairperson Susana Gateau-Cumin Awards Chairperson Tom & Terri Mercurio Newsletter Editor Dori OisenHospitality Chairperson Joan Hugron Cell: (949) 439-0465Marketing/Advertising Gene TowIe Directory Editor Karen Perrault Webmaster Steve Power-Fardy Archivist Diane Cerveny Bylaws, Policies, Procedures Brad Zemcik
 2014 Board of DirectorsRonny Shaver Larry Ewaska Sherry Stern Betty GreenDori Olsen Bill SundinClint Camomot Joan HugronRobert/Nancy Ratinoff
 Editorial StaffEditor: Dori Olsen
 Cell Phone: (424) 644-5987 [email protected]
 The Spirit of Ecstasy is published monthly, approximately two weeks after the meet. Articles and notices should be received no later than the 15th of the month prior. Please Identify cars (with chassis numbers) and individuals in all photographs. Private party advertisements for Rolls-Royce/Bentley sales, wanted items, parts, lost and found, or information will be published for members at no charge. For car sales, include chassis number and asking price. Photos will be published at a nominal charge. Non-member advertising will be accepted at published rates. Display advertising is accepted, at the discretion of the Editor, for business card, 1/4, 1/2, or full page insertions in increments of three, six or twelve months. Advertisements are published as a courtesy to the membership. The Southern California Region and its Editor(s) do not assume responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from publication. Members are responsible for investigating any advertising claims prior to entering into an agreement with an advertiser. Please contact the Editor(s) for information or published rates. Articles reflect the opinion of the authors and do not necessarily reflect national or regional policy. The Southern California Region and its Editor(s) seek to publish accurate material but neither assumes responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from publication. The organization is under the control of the National RROC.
 March
 41st Anniversary Concours d’ Elegance at Santa Anita Come join us for the Southern California Region’s prestigious 41st Anniversary Concours d’ Elegance that will be held on March 29, 2014, at Santa Anita Park. Our celebrated Concours is the premiere event of the spring. With great pleasure we have invited our fellow Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiasts from the San Diego, Northern California, and Las Vegas 24-Karat Regions. The diverse representation of cars on display spans the entire century of Rolls-Royce and Bentley production. Magnificent Pre-War to current sleek and high-powered motor cars will be on display. Please note that we have moved our event to March this year in hopes of having a pleasant enjoyable spring day as several of our events in April have been a little steamy.
 All members are welcome to attend this spectacular event. Members wishing only to display their vehicles are more than welcome to do so. Your car does not have to be judged or even be in show condition to participate in this event. Each exhibited car will receive a goody bag, a participation ribbon, and a limited Collector’s Edition 41st Anniversary car badge. This year talented graphic designer Kevin Perrault designed our one-of-a-kind car badge and he did an extraordinary job. Badges are limited so please be sure to register early. We are offering special pricing for people bringing an additional car with all of the perks of the first car.
 Vehicle judging will be conducted as in the past. Exceptional crystal trophies will be presented to all 1st Place, 2nd Place, and 1st Place Touring winners. Trophies will also be given for Best of Show Pre-War and Best of Show Post-War Motor Cars, and the Jim Toole Brace Award for the member bringing both the finest Pre-War or early Post-War car (before 1960) and Post-War car. We will also be presenting the Winners’ Circle Senior Award for the most outstanding car in the Winners’ Circle. The Winners’ Circle is comprised of all of the 1st Place winners in last year’s Concours. The Peoples’ Choice Award allows everyone to vote for their favorite car.
 This year hosts Gary and Diane Cerveny and Karen Perrault will again be sponsoring the 2nd Annual Royal Ascot Ladies’ Day Award. Ladies’ Day is renowned as being the highlight of the British summer social and sporting season. The racetrack is transformed into a sea of color with bright outfits topped off with the most flamboyant of hats. Ladies, including children and teens, will be judged for the most outlandish, eccentric, and colorful of hats. Join the royal tradition of pageantry on your fun day out. After announcing the award winners, we will have a raffle with sensational gifts where everyone has a chance to win.
 Our judges will be meticulously inspecting cars for safety, authenticity, condition, and cleanliness. Judges are still needed! If you would like to be part of this gratifying experience, join a judging team and you will receive a special gift. Members with all levels of judging experience are encouraged to help. This is a great way to enjoy the day and learn more about these superb automobiles. If you are interested, please contact our Chief Judge, Tom Mercurio, at (661) 297-2888 or email him at [email protected] to volunteer.
 We will enjoy the Sport of Kings while enjoying our sumptuous gourmet lunch. We have a new lunch vendor this year that has received only rave reviews about the delicious soup-to-nuts gourmet buffet that is part of this event. We will be dining under umbrella-topped tables on the velvety grassy infield so that we can enjoy our lavish lunch while watching exquisite thoroughbreds run swiftly past us. There will be cold soft drinks and bottled water during lunch from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. This year we will be providing shade tents for your comfort. People should also remember to bring a chair to relax on while basking in the warm California sunshine during the day and to use while watching the awards presentation. So prepare your pride and joy and join us for a delightful and fun day at the races.
 Hosts: Diane and Gary Cerveny – (818) 597-1977 Karen Perrault – (310) 639-5722 (office) Date: March 29, 2014Time: Cars may begin arriving at 8:30 a.m. Deadline to enter is 10:00 a.m. NO EXCEPTIONSLocation: Santa Anita Park 285 W. Huntington Drive (Gate 6) Arcadia, CA 91007 (just east of Pasadena)Cost: $75.00 for each car and 1 person (includes a goody bag, participation ribbon, commemorative car badge, gift, and lunch.) $65.00 for each additional car and 1 person (includes all of the above.) $45.00 for each additional adult (includes gift and lunch.) $30.00 (For teens 13-17; includes lunch.) $20.00 (For children 4-12; includes lunch.)
 (CONTINUED ON PAGE 8)
 MARCH 2014
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 2014
 Chairman’s Corner
 March8 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 22 Quarterly Breakfast Meet and Rally in Palm Desert Host: Pierre Lemieux
 29 Concours d’ Elegance $75 Hosts: Gary and Diane Cerveny Karen Perrault
 $45 each additional person$65 each additional car and person
 April5 Disneyland Meet Hosts: Chris and Summer Contes $80
 12 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 13-17 The RROC 2014 Spring Tour in San Diego
 May3 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 10 Board Meeting Hosts: Benoit and Susana Gateau-Cumin
 17 Riverside Car Collection This is a non RROC-sponsored event
 24-25 The Scottish Games at the Orange County Fairgrounds For information, please go to www.SCOTSFEST.com This is a non RROC-sponsored event
 June7 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 MARCH 2014
 Albert Einstein said that compound interest is mankind’s greatest invention but I disagree. I think it should be CAKE. Yes, Cake! Life is full of so many things to celebrate so if you take a little slice of cake and add a candle you have an instant party. So what does my affection for cake have to do with our cars? Well, did you know the Southern California region of the Rolls-Royce Owners Club is celebrating 60 years? And did you also know that our incredible newsletter is celebrating 50 years? To me that’s amazing and deserves celebration so the next time you are in Whole Foods or Bristol Farms buy yourself a slice of cake, take it home, put a lighted candle on it and wish our region happy anniversary!
 We had an outstanding breakfast meet on February 15th in the La Canada/Flintridge area with approximately 22 members attending. Be sure to look for the article and numerous photos in the April issue of the newsletter.
 There are a lot of great events coming up in the next two months that you don’t want to miss. We have the Palm Springs member breakfast rally on 3/22, our 41st Concours d’ Elegance on 3/29, the behind the scenes Disneyland tour on 4/5 and the San Diego Spring Tour 4/13-17.
 Also, don’t forget to check out our website for an updated calendar of events at www.rroc-socal.com.
 See you on the road and happy motoring!
 Pierre Lemieux
 The Cover Story
 The 2013 Best Restored Rolls-RoyceBy Gene Towle
 The year 2013 marks the Golden Anniversary, the 50 year mark, for the arrival of the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III. LSCX7 was built in the latter part of 1962 as a 1963 model. The next 22 years were not kind to this fine automobile. In 1985, LSCX7 needed everything repaired or restored from front bumper to rear. It probably can be said that a restoration project is never really done. So, in preparation for the 40th Santa Anita Park Concours, a few “do-overs” were necessary. The entire drive train was removed, the transmission was rebuilt and the engine compartment and underside were detailed. Now that LSCX7 met exacting standards, it won First Place Concours in its class and RROC – So Cal Best Restored Rolls-Royce for 2013.
 From the Editor: On page 5 in the February issue, the name of the trophy donated by past chairman and long-time member Charles La Rocco was misspelled. My sincere apologies for this “slip of the pen.”
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Welcome to The Magic Castle
 Picture, if you will, driving up a steep, curving driveway with trees lining the drive. Then you arrive at a turn-of-the-century Victorian mansion complete with turrets, leaded glass, angular windows, and gargoyles guarding the entrance. You exit from your royal conveyance to the gracious greeting of the valet and proceed to the majestic mansion where magic is in the air. This is the 50th Anniversary of this exclusive establishment that has never lost its original charm. It remains an excellent example of history preserved.
 Once in the Grand Saloon of the mansion, you utter the words “Open Sesame” to the Golden Owl guarding the entrance to a labyrinth of hallways. A sliding bookcase magically opens and you find yourself in a dark foyer decorated in Victorian style with portraits and vintage posters of practitioners of magic as far as the eye can see. Members enjoyed Irma who is an invisible, ghostly piano player who will gladly play your requests on her grand piano.
 We began the day with feasting on a lavish brunch in our own section of the dining room. The champagne was flowing. There was a gift bag raffle with a new twist. Everyone received a magical Rolls-Royce playing card instead of a raffle ticket. Next, Robert’s smart phone app randomly picked cards to find the winners of the gift bags. When all were sated, we went to the Palace of Mystery to see two stage magic performances. Magician Michael Gudo skillfully juggled long-bladed knives. Then he entertained us by juggling three apples (while taking bites out of them!) on a six-foot tall unicycle. The funniest part of the act was Michael trying to get on the unicycle with the aid of a ladder and pedaling around the stage as he hit his head on the rafters above.
 The next act, Kyle Knight and Misty, performed magic acts of illusion. Misty expertly escaped 10 steel rings that were surrounding her. Next, they displayed a puzzle that was intact inside a wooden frame. Then Misty gave Kyle a small puzzle piece and a larger puzzle piece. He rearranged the puzzle with the new pieces and somehow fit the same rectangular wooden frame around it. Lastly, Kyle used an ominous blade and two swords to cut Misty in half. She somehow miraculously emerged in one piece. Kyle’s motto in life is to remember that nothing is impossible.
 The second of the three theaters, the intimate Close-up Gallery, features magicians from the Junior Magicians Association. Our magician was Dominique Brick, a teenager from New Zealand who has been practicing magic since she was three-years-old. She did several true sleight-of-hand card tricks that were amazing. The host mentioned to us that there are currently very few female magicians practicing magic. Member Don Meeker told Dominique a number and suite of a card. Dominique then shuffled the deck repeatedly, turned the cards face down, and written on the back of the entire deck was the number and suite of Don’s card. We concluded the day with the magic of Frank Thurston in the Parlour of Prestidigitation. Adorable children in the audience assisted him as a threatening faux snake jumped out of a basket and a beautiful white dove emerged from a balloon. It was a supernatural afternoon filled with food, fun, and folly.
 Many thanks to hosts Robert and Nancy Ratinoff for arranging this magical event!
 RROC Southern CA Region and San Diego Region Member Breakfast Rally
 Saturday, March 22nd finds us at Si Bon restaurant in Palm Desert for our quarterly breakfast meet and rally. Members from the San Diego region are joining us and tire kicking begins at 9:00 a.m. with breakfast and mingling at 9:30 a.m. Si Bon is located at 40101 Monterey Ave. in Palm Desert at the corner of Monterey and Country Club in the Albertsons’s shopping center. Everyone is responsible for their own breakfast bill.
 Please RSVP to Pierre Lemeiux by e-mail at [email protected] or by phone at (760) 408-0230
 MARCH 2014
 The Ratinoffs’ 1951 Hooper Silver Wraith at the Magic Castle
 Magic Castle hosts Nancy and Bob Ratinoff
 Rolls-Royce Owner’s ClubSouthern California Region
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 Bleeding the Brakes of a Silver SpurBy Brock Backlund
 At a recent technical seminar at Ronny’s Garage, Ronny Shaver entertained the attendees with a discussion of the brake system of the Silver Spur. Using a 1989 Silver Spur as an example, he showed how to replace the accumulators and bleed the brake system.
 The hydraulic system of the Silver Spur uses gas spheres as springs for the rear suspension and uses accumulators to store pressure for the brake system.
 The gas sphere is slightly larger than the accumulator and normally operates at up to 300 psi. The accumulator operates at about 2200 psi, which leads to the charmingly descriptive sobriquet “the bomb.” Both of them have rubber diaphragms which separate the chambers into two sections, one section having mineral oil and the other section containing high-pressure nitrogen. When the diaphragm breaks, fluid leaks into the nitrogen section and the sphere no longer functions as required. If it’s a gas sphere, there is no longer any spring action; there is no nitrogen to compress when riding over a bump. The sphere is filled with mineral oil which does not compress at all, so the suspension feels rock hard. If it’s an accumulator that has failed, no pressure is being maintained (again, mineral oil does not compress) and the pressure is lost very quickly when the engine is stopped. The warning lamps can come on the next time the ignition is turned on even if the engine has been off for only a brief period; pumping the brakes only a few times will certainly cause the lamps to go on. The brake warning lamps can go off immediately when the engine is started since the sphere is already filled with fluid and it takes no time at all for the hydraulic pumps to build up pressure. The danger is the brakes may work only once or twice if the engine stalls, since only the hydraulic pumps, and not the accumulators, are supplying pressure and they don’t run when the engine is off.
 To check the accumulators, one needs to start and run the engine until both warning lamps have been out for about a minute (to ensure the brake system is at full pressure; the lights go out before maximum pressure is achieved), then turn off the engine and switch the ignition back on without starting the engine. At this point, pump the brake pedal until the warning lamps go on. If it takes less than 20 pumps, at least one of the accumulators is probably bad. A replacement will be necessary, since the accumulators are not serviceable items.
 The accumulators on an ’89 Silver Spur may be accessed in the front right of the engine compartment, after removing the front right wheel.
 The system must be depressurized before attempting to remove the accumulators. This can be done by pumping the brakes with the engine off until the warning lamps come on, but it may also be accomplished by use of the bleed screw on the accumulator valve block. Loosening the screw will result in a hiss, then a thunk when the system is depressurized. Once the system is depressurized, a new accumulator and O ring may be installed. If the accumulator is replaced, it is necessary to bleed the system. Not only can air get into the system because of the replacement of an accumulator, Ronny points out that the brake distribution valves can be
 a source of air intrusion. The distribution valves leak oil; where oil leaks out, air can come in. With the cover off, it can be seen that oil readily leaks from the distribution valves. The valves have no O rings and are intentionally designed to lubricate themselves with “leak off.” The valve clearance is 0.0001”, so the leakage is small, but it accumulates over time.
 Bleeding the brake system on a Rolls is somewhat easier than on most cars because the brake pedal itself does not supply the pressure in the brake lines. For most cars, it’s necessary to have someone pump the brakes while the bleed screw is being opened and closed, but on a Rolls, it is necessary only to hold the brake pedal down (a wooden
 rod leveraged between the pedal and the driver’s seat is sufficient) to ensure the pressure developed by the hydraulic pumps (while the engine is running) is applied to the brake lines.
 Care must be taken not to apply too much pressure to the brake pedal, though; to do so runs the risk of activating the deceleration conscious pressure limiting valve (g valve) when bleeding the rear brakes. The g valve senses deceleration and a steel ball will move to limit the brake line pressure to the rear calipers; this helps avoid rear wheel lockup. However, if there is a lot of fluid flow, which there could be when bleeding the brakes at high line pressure, the fluid flow itself will move the ball in the g valve just as deceleration would and flow to the rear calipers would be shut off, making bleeding of the rear brakes impossible. If this happens, the engine must be turned off, the system depressurized, and the process started again. With the engine running and the brake pedal depressed, the rear brakes may be bled. There are two bleed screws, one for each of the two calipers. There is also a bleed screw for the leveling system, forward of the rear axle, but Ronny points out it is not necessary to bleed that system unless a gas sphere or strut is changed. To bleed the brake system, connect a tube to the rear-most bleed screw and put the tube into a collection container. Loosen the bleed screw a bit and let the fluid drain out. If there is air in the line, there will be popping as the air escapes from the high pressure line. The brake lines contain about 2.5 cc’s of mineral oil for each foot of line. The line is being bled from the accumulator to the rear caliper bleed screw, so about 25 cc’s of fluid should be drained from the rear calipers to ensure the entire line is bled; the front calipers will require much less bleeding, since the lines to the accumulator are much shorter. Once the rear calipers are bled, the front calipers may be done. There are two bleed screws here, as well, although the two calipers are joined with a connecting tube. Bleed these calipers the same way the rear calipers were bled. When tightening the bleed screws, note that it is necessary only to make them snug; there is a metal-to-metal contact with a tapered screw and tightening too much will only cause problems for the next person to bleed the system (and that may be you).( CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
 Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club
 Celebrating 60 Years
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 For Sale: 2007 Bentley Arnage T by RROC Member Bob Pazen
 Satin white paint with black leather interior, iron wood walnut trim. This car has always been garaged and is a wonderful car. I am selling it because I drive 13 blocks to my office to see patients, and unless I am really late, I really do not need 500 horsepower with twin Mitsubishi turbos to get there, and at 76 years of age I need something less powerful (so says my wife Wendy).The engine is a 6.75 liter Rolls-Royce V-8, 0 to 60 in 5.2 and top speed 182 mph. Other than going to the office, the mileage has been put on at freeway speeds going between Ventura and Palm Springs (180 miles) twice a month. The mileage is 57,268 and the chassis number is RBT57268. The car is being sold and can be seen at 111 Vintage Cars, Palm Springs, CA. Please call Bob
 Arzano at (760) 774-6111.
 The car has been expertly maintained by Michael Gabriel, Classic Motor Cars, Oxnard, CA (805) 240-2666
 Asking $79,000 OBO
 (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)
 It is important to watch the level of mineral oil in the reservoir, since it could be that so much mineral oil was bled that the reservoir has run dry and is allowing air to enter the system. Once the bleeding is complete, replenish the reservoir with mineral oil. There is a filler cap that must be first twisted counterclockwise so that the tab on the cap clears the interlock; then the cap can be removed.
 The mineral oil bottle has a tube that fits into the reservoir fill hole. Add mineral oil until the float in the sight tube of the reservoir reaches the top of the black fill line. You’re done. Clean up the mess you made, put away your tools, and drive off to a new adventure.
 Once again, my thanks to Ronny for his generosity and expertise. The technical seminars he hosts give us hope we can keep our cars in running condition.
 MARCH 2014
 Rolls-Royce Owner’s ClubSouthern California Region
 If you have an idea for a technical article or would like to write a technical article, please contact Ronny Shaver, Technical Chairman or the editor. All submissions are encouraged and appreciated.
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 One of Walt Disney’s original personally appointed Imagineers, Bob Gurr has a storied history with both Disneyland and Walt himself. A celebrated Disney Legend with his name permanently honored on Main Street Disneyland, Bob can tell truly inspiring and entertaining stories of what it took to create the Happiest Place on Earth under Walt’s direction. Additionally, Bob calls the RROC family, as the 1980 So-Cal region Chairman. Bob’s work at Disneyland includes design oversight of the landmark Monorail system, Matterhorn Bobsleds, Autopia, the Main Street vehicles, and many others.
 Event Highlights:· Morning coffee & cars social for Attendees
 · Exclusive protected parking location just steps from the ballroom
 · Full service buffet luncheon in the Disneyland Hotel’s Cinderella Ballroom
 · Presentations & displays by Disneyland Decorating, Horticulture, Maintenance & Show teams
 · Discounted room & Park ticket rates for Members wishing to stay & play
 · Optional afternoon cocktail reception & hors d'oeuvres with premium reserved seating for World of Color water show (shown at right)
 · Walking access to Disneyland Resort Parks & Downtown Disney District
 Members may book their own rooms & Theme Park tickets at the group rate through a special RROC reservation page at:
 https://resweb.passkey.com/go/GDRD14AQuestions?
 Contact Chris at (714) 493-5999 or [email protected]
 Event registration is $80 per memberSend ONLY your registration fee by mail
 The Southern California Region PresentsSpring 2014 Meet at California’s Original
 Saturday April 5th
 Bob with his 1955 Silver Dawn SJV 127
 Special Guest Keynote Speaker Bob Gurr
 This Spring, the Disneyland Resort (with your hosts Chris and Summer Contes) will roll out the red carpet for the RROC with a day full of events for the whole family.
 With show & tell presentations by Resort maintenance and engineering Cast Members, and a special presentation by Disney Legend and retired Imagineer Bob Gurr, Attendees will have the opportunity to see how Walt’s original Theme Park is maintained and kept beautiful after 60 years.
 Walt welcomes Vice President
 Nixon & Family to the newly
 christened Monorail System in
 1959
 Bob (near left) reviewing his Autopia prototype vehicle with Walt in 1954
 How did they do that?Learn how the Resort’s deco team overlays both theme parks for the holiday season overnight.
 Always in BloomIt’s no small feat to keep the flowers perky and the leaves green every day of the year
 http://www.disneyconventionear.com/GDRD14A
 RROC ROOM RESERVATIONS RROC PARK TICKET RESERVATIONS*
 Room reservations must be made by March 5th. Park tickets must be purchased by April 3rd.
 *These specially priced tickets are intended only for guests that are participating in this Event. Only the registered attendee is allowed to purchase tickets from this discounted ticket store link and they can purchase up to 8 tickets maximum. Disneyland reserves the right to contact the ticket purchaser to request event registration confirmation. If it is discovered
 that the purchaser of the ticket is not participating or attending this event it will be considered a misuse of this offer and ticket, and the ticket(s) will be blocked and will not be eligible for a refund. In addition these tickets cannot be purchased for the purpose of being resold.
 World of Color Show at Disney California Adventure
 · Optional evening event pricing tentatively set at $48 per member· 35% off Park admission ($55 One Park / $83 Park Hopper)· Event room rates are $129 per night and up
 MARCH 2014
 Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club
 Celebrating 60 Years
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 Tech News
 Ask RonnyBy Ronny Shaver, Technical Chairman
 Why Does My Silver Cloud II Engine Smoke and Knock Badly?Part Two
 Last month we discussed engine knocking and smoking in regards to the “bottom-end” or pistons and sleeves. This month we will address the heads and valves as they pertain to “blue” smoke coming from the tail pipe. The cylinder head’s job is to take the fuel and air mixture from the carburetor to the combustion chamber: then after combustion, get rid of the burnt gasses out the exhaust system. The usual source of blue smoke from this process is oil sneaking by the valves into the combustion chamber.
 In the photo above, notice the two intake valves (long skinny parts with wide flares on the right or bottom) on the left. The upper one looks clean while the lower one has a black lumpy residue. This residue is evidence of oil leaking down the valve stem past the seal (white ring at far right). Note that this seal is not an original; it is an neoprene rubber O ring type. The original type is actually a long piece of waxed string rolled into a circle. The seal is compressed by the “hat” shaped sleeve and small spring to the left of it. The larger spring and hat compress the smaller spring and hat against the head. The seal is compressed against the valve guide and when things are right it keeps oil from leaking into the cylinder. In order for this seal to do its job correctly it needs to be squeezed tightly between the “hat” and valve guide. along with the valve stem (the long skinny part of the valve). The valve guides are sleeves in which the valve stem slides up and down and are pressed into the cylinder head. Look at the next photo and notice the bronze and steel sleeves protruding through the cylinder head with a chamber at the top and a hole in the center. The guide that is second from the right shows how the seal sets in the chamber at the top of the valve guide. The “hat” covers and compresses it against the valve stem which sticks up through the hole. The light colored rings surrounding the guides are where the “hat” and large spring, which has it’s own “hat” and retainer, set against.
 The valve guide to valve clearance is also important in order to keep oil in its place. This clearance is about the width of a fine human hair and if the clearance is more, then the valve will be rocking back and forth during the rapid opening and closing. The rocking will stretch the seal back and forth, allowing oil to sneak by. This oil sneaking by is worse with the intake valves (valves allowing the fuel-air mixture in) because of
 the vacuum created by the intake process. Technically, this process is caused by the outside air pressure (atmospheric) pushing into an area of low pressure caused by the piston moving downwards in the cylinder. In the next photo note the two combustion chambers and their respective valve openings. The combustion chambers are where the “explosions” occur and usually will build up a black sooty residue. The larger openings (ports) are the intake openings and the smaller are the exhaust. You can see the valve guides in the center. When and intake valve seal is working properly, the valve port will look clean as the one on the right. The intake port on the left shows evidence of oil residue accumulat ing against the upper part of the port. This valve seal is not doing its job. Notice also how the exhaust ports have a different appearance. They will always have more sooty build up because, unlike the intakes which allow a “cleaner” mixture of fuel and air in , their job is to allow burnt fuel and air to escape just as a house chimney does. Notice that the exhaust guide on the right has a small amount of shiny build up around the opening in the center. This is evidence of oil sneaking between the valve stem and guide. Now look at the one on the left: it has a much larger build up almost all the way around, which is evidence of a greater amount of oil sneaking by.
 To correct these causes of blue smoke, the valve seals must be replaced and guides also replaced if excessive wear has occurred. When valve guides are replaced I have my machine shop modify the valve guides to accept modern lip seal type seals. They look like little “hats” that slip over the top of the guides and have a spring loaded lip seal that seals tightly against the valve stem. The original small hats and springs will no longer be needed when the head is assembled. I hope this helps owners understand yet another part of their PMCs,
 Happy Motoring!Ronny
 Michael TivnonBakersfield
 41st Anniversary Concours d’ Elegance at Santa Anita(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)
 RSVP Deadline: March 16, 2014
 Directions:From the west: The 134 will become the I-210 Freeway East. Proceed on the I-210 Freeway East. Exit at the Santa Anita Ave. off ramp and turn right. Proceed to Huntington Drive and turn right. Bear right at the “Y” onto Colorado Place and enter Gate 6 on the left.
 From the east: Take the San Bernardino Freeway (I-10) west to the I-210 Freeway West. Exit at the Santa Anita Ave. off ramp and turn left. Proceed to Huntington Drive and turn right. Bear right at the “Y” onto Colorado Place and enter Gate 6 on the left.
 —REMEMBER: All cars must be equipped with a working fire extinguisher!
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 PEBBLE BEACH CONCOURS D’ ELEGANCE - MY WAY
 Part 2By Dr. John E. Glassco
 Saturday is a “leisure” day with plenty of time to nurse that hangover (do ya think?) and to drive any of several cars offered by represented manufacturers. This year, one of these cars was the new Jaguar XF, which was just awesome! It has wonderful power (even the 6 cylinder version), handling, comfort, and fit-and-finish! In prior years we took on the Aston Martin at the Aston Martin Estate which is located in the rolling hills of the Tahama development (Clint Eastwood’s project) , and the Ferrari FF, which we had the privilege of piloting over the Laurales Grade. Next we toddled over to the “Bentley House” at the Lodge where this year we were fortunate enough to be offered a ride in the company’s own 1930 Blower Bentley piloted by none other than Richard Charlesworth, Director of VIP and Royal Relations for Bentley Motors. We have gotten to know him pretty well over the years and he really does recognize us! What a great experience that was! Unfortunately, the drivers’ list for the new “Flying Spur” this year was full up with a very long waiting list and not even Richard could get us a driver’s spot ------ darn! In prior years we were able to get drives in the new Continental GT Super Sports (absolutely awesome!) and the Mulsanne (very nice!).Then it was on to the Rolls-Royce Villa that was located this year on the 17th fairway of the Pebble Beach Golf Course where we sampled tasty victuals, had more drinks in the garden, and test-drove the new “Wraith. Wow, what a spectacular automobile! Fitted with every modern electronic convenience imaginable set within the Rolls-Royce ultra-elegant interior, which included a so-called “night sky” headliner (no real constellations though, I checked!), this “drawing room on wheels” takes you anywhere you want to go just short of the “speed of light.” It has a 624 hp supercharged V12, which of course is nearly silent until you beckon all those horses forth for that catapult-assisted, carrier lift-off-like feeling.
 Saturday evening, it was on to the Aston Martin Estate for their evening reception, marred this year only by Matt’s Bentley Continental R’s “failure-to-proceed” on the way there. This necessitated a visit by several jurisdictions of peace officers and a too-long-awaited flatbed, as we were stuck in the middle of an intersection on HWY 68. It turned out that the stuck-on-full throttle (a little scary, eh?) was due to a hung-up linkage solved by a quick push of the finger in the right place (well after-the-fact, of course!). A very nice jazz combo provided the proper atmosphere to browse around the displayed cars,
 which included an original James Bond “Goldfinger” Aston Martin DB-5 with all the trimmings including machine guns, deployable bullet-proof shield, ejection seat, and the rest. Displays by multiple sponsors, an open bar (of course!), delicious hot and cold finger foods of all types, and the coolest-ever large double screen driving simulator completed the experience.
 Sunday is the BIG day, being “Concours Day”. The Pebble Beach Concours D’ Elegance happens once each year, on the third
 Sunday in August, where over 200 of the most prized collector cars and motorcycles in the world (in thirty-one classes and subclasses
 this year) roll onto what is often called the best finishing hole in golf — the famed eighteenth fairway at Pebble Beach. Here the stage is set for one of the most competitive events in the automotive world, once described as the “Olympics of the Automobile Universe” by The New York Times. It starts very early for the class hosts and field-ops
 guys who have to be at the Lodge well before sunrise to prepare for the entrants’ arrivals, which begin at sunrise. Field Ops is responsible for getting the entrants’ cars to their respective field positions and later directing the award winners to the “ramp” to receive their award. This is no small job, especially the latter, because one must deal with the thousands of spectators filling the access paths to and from the ramp. The “runners” bring the winning cars to the “Show Holding Area” where several ranks of winners are assembled and their positions coordinated so that they are brought over the ramp at exactly the right time to receive their award as it is announced by actor and long-time Concours emcee Mr. Edward Herrmann.
 The Class Hosts, on the other hand, are responsible for ensuring that the entrants and their guests have as enjoyable an experience as possible. We maintain a check-in sheet with names and cell phone numbers to keep track of the entrants, particularly those who can start and drive the car, so that they can be located throughout
 the day. We introduce fellow entrants, provide instructions as to key events and timing, answer spectators’ questions about the cars on display and the event in general, and provide any other assistance (including medical) required to both entrants and spectators. We are specifically instructed to “make every effort to think on our feet and carry ourselves with the utmost enthusiasm, dignity, and hospitality.”
 Over the past four years, I have had the great privilege of being the Class Host as follows: The “European Classics 1937-1939 Class” (J-3) where the “First In Class” award was taken by a 1939 Delage D8 120 Henri Chapron Cabriolet owned by Daniel Sielecki of Capital, Argentina The “Duesenberg Class” (G) where the “First In Class” award was taken by a 1930 Dusenberg J. Murphy Convertible Sedan owned by Dave and Linda Kane of Bernardsville, N.J. The Special Class of the “Maharaja Cars” (E) (A.K.A. “Mechanical Elephants” per Bob Ratinoff!), where the “First In Class” award for the subclass E-1 was taken by a 1935 Duesenberg J Gurney Nutting Speedster owned by The William Lyon Family of Newport Beach, CA, and the “First In Class” award for subclass E-2 by a 1925 Rolls-Royce Phantom I Sports Torpedo Tourer owned by The Honorable Sir Michael Kadoorie
 Judging at the 2013 Concours
 Jerry Seinfeld
 Sir Stirling Moss
 John Ellison
 General and Mrs. William Lyon
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 And finally, this year I hosted the “Rolls-Royce and Bentley, Post War Class” (H-2) where the “First In Class” award was taken by a 1956 Bentley S1 Continental Graber Cabriolet owned by Fred Kritz of Monte Carlo, Monaco
 It has been such a pleasure meeting the entrants and getting to know them a little bit. These people are the privileged few who actually live the life of “champagne wishes and caviar dreams”. But, ya know what?... the vast majority of them are not snobby but rather quite courteous and friendly, and every one of them is extremely proud and excited to be able to show off their prized possessions and get a shot at one of the coveted awards from this, the world’s most prestigious antique and classic car show. Even when faced with the “defeat” of not getting an award, they are, for the most part, gracious and accepting, although the disappointment is, I’m sure, quite difficult to deal with since an award from a show of this caliber is very valuable in terms of the car’s provenance and value.
 Quite a few of my class entrants brought their cars to the show from abroad. This included such faraway places as Argentina, Austria, Germany, India, Monaco, the Netherlands, and Switzerland. I was also fortunate to meet, and sometimes get acquainted with, either through my general Concours activities
 or as their Class Host, some very prominent people such as Sandra Button, Chairman of the Pebble Beach Concours, Chris Bock and Glenn Mounger, Chief Judge and Honorary Chief Judge respectively at the Concours, Ian Callum, Chief Designer at Jaguar, Sir Stirling Moss, Arvind Singh Mewar Marharana of Udaipur, Yuvraj Saheb Mandhatasinh Jadeja of RaJkot, Sir Michael Kadoorie, Richard Charlesworth, General William Lyon, avid car collector whose home auto museum RROC visited several times, Peter Mullin, car collector, and owner of the Mullin Museum in Oxnard and of the 2011 “Best of Show” 1934 Voisin C-25 Aerodyne, Evert Louwman car collector and owner of the Louwman Museum in the Netherlands, Jack Nethercutt of the Nethercutt Museum fame, John Ellison Jr. car collector and owner of the Calumet Collection in La Jolla, Jay Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, and Nick Mason, car guy, columnist for Octane Magazine, and drummer for legendary rock band Pink Floyd , to name a few.
 All-in-all, I feel extremely fortunate to have been able to be a part of the Pebble Beach Concours d’ Elegance in the capacities in which I have had the privilege to participate, affording me the incredible fortune of getting to know the event, its organizers and its entrants from “inside out”. I have had the great fortune to see this most
 Arvind Singh Mewar Marharana of Udaipar with
 1924 RR Barker Tourer
 Jay Leno
 Nick Mason
 magnificent car show from the perspective that few have had and this will certainly be one of my most cherished memories. Finally, I would like to express my appreciation for and to offer special thanks to my lovely wife Lindy, who is not particularly a “car person” but who does understand how an event such as this might be really exciting to a “car nut” such as me and allows me to take this incredible “Mancation” each year!
 (Please go to the RROC So Cal website at www.rroc-socal.com to read the complete article and view all of the photos.)
 Peter Mullin
 Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club
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 Rolls-Royce Bentley Exclusive Expert Service
 By appointment only please
 Repair-Inspection-Restoration
 1111 West 1st St
 Santa Ana, CA 92703
 714-953-0896 [email protected]
 Ronny Shaver
 Beauty is more than skin deepClassic whitewall tires with the
 hidden advantages of radial construction...
 We offer a full range of classic 15”,16”, and 17”sizes for both classic and later model Rolls Roycesand Bentleys in any whitewall width.
 • Easier steering, bothdriving and parking
 • Puncture resistance • Quicker response• Increased safety• Better ride; less road
 shock• Shorter emergency braking• Better wet weather traction• Better fuel economy• Better tracking; less
 “wandering”• Less rolling resistance;
 better fuel economy• Longer tread life
 DIAMOND BACK CLASSIC RADIALS4753 Highway 90, Conway, SC 29526
 888-922-1642 www.dbclassics.com
 MARCH 2014
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