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 October 24, 2013
 Chairperson Cassandra J. Leolani Abdul
 Commissioner Edward Broglio
 Commissioner Susan DeGuzman
 Commissioner David O'Neal
 Commissioner Ruth D. Tschumy
 1001 Bishop Street, Suite 970
 Honolulu, HI 96813
 VIA FAX 808-587-0470
 Re: Mormon Church and National Organization for Marriage Lobbying Activities
 Dear Commissioners: 
 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon Church) appears to be
 violating State of Hawaii ethics laws by failing to register all of its paid employees
 who may be lobbying state legislators. The LDS Church has once again come out
 strongly against same-sex marriage, and there are reports that they have high
 ranking paid Church employees urging Senate and House members to vote
 against the same-sex marriage bill when it is heard during next week’s Special
 Legislative Session. It looks like the Mormon Church has been spending of its time
 and means to defeat this bill.
 They did finally register longtime same-sex marriage opponent Linda K. Rosehill,
 as their only lobbyist and this was not known until just yesterday.
 Family Proclamation to the World
 The campaign against same-sex marriage in America began in Hawaii in 1995
 when the Mormon Church created its infamous front group, Hawaii's Future
 Today to begin funneling money and manpower from its headquarters in Salt Lake
 http://hawaii.gov/ethics/lobby/lobfiles/reglob/ll2013-10.pdf
 http://hawaii.gov/ethics/lobby/lobfiles/reglob/ll2013-10.pdf
 http://hawaii.gov/ethics/lobby/lobfiles/reglob/ll2013-10.pdf
 http://www.sltrib.com/ci_11952191
 http://www.sltrib.com/ci_11952191
 http://www.sltrib.com/ci_11952191
 http://www.sltrib.com/ci_11952191
 http://www.sltrib.com/ci_11952191
 http://www.sltrib.com/ci_11952191
 http://hawaii.gov/ethics/lobby/lobfiles/reglob/ll2013-10.pdf
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 City to Hawaii in order to pass Amendment 2 three years later. This led to the
 current ban on gay marriage in Hawaii.
 Mormon Church president Gordon B. Hinckley published The Family: A
 Proclamation to the World, which made fighting same-sex marriage a top priorityof the LDS Church. I discovered the massive Mormon role leading up to the
 Amendment 2 vote 15 years ago when I was given hundreds of official Mormon
 Church documents four years ago detailing their leadership in Hawaii and all other
 states leading up to the passage of Proposition 8 in California in 2008. Here is a
 link to some of the documents that detail the extent of the Mormon Church’s
 involvement in Hawaii: CLICK HERE
 Now the Mormon Church is working to defeat marriage equality in Hawaii once
 again. LDS Church employees from Salt Lake City have apparently been meetingwith state legislators. The Church has turned their stakes and wards throughout
 Hawaii into public relations machines that disseminate talking points. Even
 Mormon Church owned BYU Hawaii and Polynesian Cultural Center leaders have
 been enlisted to fight the proposed same-sex marriage legislation.
 President Wheelwright Leading the Fight?
 Arguably the most prominent Mormon Church employee in Hawaii is BYU Hawaii
 President Steven C. Wheelwright. President Wheelwright appears to be involvedin this year’s Hawaii vote.
 Mr. Wheelwright and his family gave a whopping $225,000.00 (see Attachment 1)
 to pass California’s Prop 8 in 2008. Back then all Mormon contributions were
 reported. As an employee of BYU Hawaii, if Mr. Wheelwright has had any direct
 contact with Hawaii State Legislators spending more than five hours in any one
 month to defeat the same-sex marriage bill, Mr. Wheelwright would need to
 register as a lobbyist. If through his speeches and actions he has encouraged
 others to lobby legislators on the bill, then he would need to register under thestate’s grassroots lobbying provisions.
 The Catholic Church and other religious organizations like the Hawaii Family
 Advocates have properly registered their lobbyists.
 https://www.lds.org/topics/family-proclamation
 https://www.lds.org/topics/family-proclamation
 https://www.lds.org/topics/family-proclamation
 https://www.lds.org/topics/family-proclamation
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/mormongate/church-documents/
 https://www.facebook.com/RightsEqualRights
 https://www.facebook.com/RightsEqualRights
 https://www.facebook.com/RightsEqualRights
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/mormongate/church-documents/
 https://www.lds.org/topics/family-proclamation
 https://www.lds.org/topics/family-proclamation
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 Hawaii Lobbying Laws
 The State of Hawaii defines lobbying as "communicating directly or through an
 agent, or soliciting others to communicate, with any official in the legislative or
 executive branch, for the purpose of attempting to influence legislative or
 administrative action or a ballot issue."
 "Lobbyist means any individual who for pay or other consideration engages in
 lobbying in excess of five hours in any month of any reporting period described in
 section 97-3 or spends more than $750 lobbying during any reporting period
 described in section 97-3."
 "If the individual is a salaried (or otherwise compensated) employee of an
 organization or business and is lobbying as part of the individual's employment,
 the individual is required to register as a lobbyist if the individual meets eitherone of the above two criteria."
 Lobbyists have to register with the Ethics Commission within five days of 
 passing the threshold to become a lobbyist, which is either spending five hours
 of their time in a month or $750 of their means.
 The Anti-Marriage Equality Movement Began in Hawaii 
 In 1993, the Hawaii Supreme Court ruled in Baehr v. Miike that denying marriageto same-sex couples constituted discrimination based on sex in violation of the
 right to equal protection guaranteed by the state's constitution.
 In 1995, the Mormon Church in Salt Lake City, led by President Gordon B.
 Hinckley, spearheaded the campaign to change Hawaii's constitution.
 On our website, Rights Equal Rights we have posted copies of official Mormon
 Church documents that detail exactly what they did to influence that process:
 CLICK HERE
 The LDS Church created and ran Hawaii's Future Today, a coalition of religious
 organizations to pass Amendment 2 in 1998. The LDS Church gave $600,000
 directly to fund that constitutional amendment campaign: CLICK HERE
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/MormonGate
 http://www.exmormon.org.uk/tol_arch/atozelph/gay.htm
 http://www.exmormon.org.uk/tol_arch/atozelph/gay.htm
 http://www.exmormon.org.uk/tol_arch/atozelph/gay.htm
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/MormonGate
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 15 years ago the Mormon Church used Church employees from its Public Affairs
 office at HQ in Salt Lake City to fundraise, conduct polling, create media
 campaigns and lobby legislators. The official Mormon Church documents show
 exactly how the LDS Church "shielded previous donors from recognition" of the
 Hawaii Ethics Commission.
 A memorandum dated April 1, 1996 says, "This will confirm the decision made in
 the meeting of the First Presidency on March 22, 1996, that monies previously
 budgeted for other purposes may be released to the coalition for purposes of 
 media programming and lobbying." Here, we can see the highest governing body
 of the LDS church explicitly allocating Church funds for political lobbying, and did
 not report any of this.
 Why did the Mormon Church work so hard to hide its influence? It is likelybecause the Mormon Church knows that it is held in low esteem by most
 Americans. So under the advice of Mormon political leaders like the late Richard
 B. Wirthlin and its pollster then and now Gary C. Lawrence they were told to
 establish a “front group” in order to hide direct LDS Church involvement in that
 1998 Hawaii election. Now it appears they are attempting to continue that same
 practice.
 Proposition 8: The Mormon Proposition
 Mormon Church Established National Organization for Marriage
 The Mormon Church created the so-called National Organization for Marriage
 (NOM) in 2007 to qualify and pass California’s Proposition 8. Mormon Apostle
 Jeffrey R. Holland's politically savvy son Matthew S. Holland helped set up NOM
 and served on NOM's original Board of Directors. Now the NOM Board has grown
 and three wealthy and prominent Mormons Church members have taken
 Matthew S. Holland's place. Mega donors Broc Hiatt and Craig D. Cardon joined
 science fiction writer Orson Scott Card on the NOM Board (Card just resigned last
 summer because of a national boycott of his new movie which comes out soon  – Ender’s Game).
 The Mormon Church and NOM led the campaign to pass Proposition 8 which took
 away same-sex marriage rights from millions of Californians. The LDS Church
 helped raise $30 million of the $40 million for the campaign. The Mormon Church
 also had 25,000 door-to-door volunteers who canvassed all over the state on the
 last nine Saturday’s before the election.
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/MormonGate
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/MormonGate
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/MormonGate
 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/emma-rubysachs/call-off-the-enders-game_b_4140087.html
 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/emma-rubysachs/call-off-the-enders-game_b_4140087.html
 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/emma-rubysachs/call-off-the-enders-game_b_4140087.html
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/MormonGate
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 California Letter
 The First Presidency of the church announced its support for Proposition 8 in a
 letter that was read in every Church service in California at the start of the
 campaign in June 2008. In this letter Church members were encouraged to "do allyou can to support the proposed constitutional amendment by donating of your
 means and time."
 I discovered everything that the Mormon Church's was doing to pass Proposition
 8 through my organization Californians Against Hate (now called Rights Equal
 Rights). We worked tirelessly to expose the people and organizations that gave
 $5,000 and up to take away marriage rights for gay and lesbian couples.
 After Proposition 8 passed, I realized that the LDS Church was hiding many of itsin-kind contributions of websites, call centers, travel, commercials and host of 
 other campaign activates. I filed a sworn complaint with California's Fair Political
 Practices Commission which led to the prosecution, 18 month investigation, and a
 13 count guilty finding and fine against the Mormon Church for attempting to
 hide all it did to pass Prop 8.
 Its illegal political activities in California and all the attention around them led the
 Church’s own internal pollster to tell the Washington Post that the Mormon
 Church was “upside down on its image and dropped 5% in its approval rating” during that time.
 The LDS Church Hibernates
 The Mormon Church seemed to have learned from its mistakes during the Prop 8
 campaign. In last year’s five marriage equality elections the LDS Church was not
 active in Maine, Maryland, Washington, Minnesota and North Carolina.
 Mormon Church Announced it was Back in Hawaii
 The LDS Church through the daily Utah newspaper it owns the Deseret News, 
 admitted that there are multiple “LDS Church lobbyists… floating exemption
 language to lawmakers that would protect individuals as well as religious
 institutions from accommodating same-sex marriage." So far Linda K. Rosehill
 was the only Mormon Church Lobbyist to register.
 http://www.californiansagainsthate.com/
 http://www.californiansagainsthate.com/
 http://www.californiansagainsthate.com/
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/
 http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/09/mormon-church-agrees-to-pay-campaign-finance-fine/?_r=0
 http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/09/mormon-church-agrees-to-pay-campaign-finance-fine/?_r=0
 http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/09/mormon-church-agrees-to-pay-campaign-finance-fine/?_r=0
 http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/09/mormon-church-agrees-to-pay-campaign-finance-fine/?_r=0
 http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2009-05-29/news/36830080_1_mormons-first-presidency-marriage-fight
 http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2009-05-29/news/36830080_1_mormons-first-presidency-marriage-fight
 http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2009-05-29/news/36830080_1_mormons-first-presidency-marriage-fight
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2009-05-29/news/36830080_1_mormons-first-presidency-marriage-fight
 http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/09/mormon-church-agrees-to-pay-campaign-finance-fine/?_r=0
 http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/09/mormon-church-agrees-to-pay-campaign-finance-fine/?_r=0
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/
 http://www.rightsequalrights.com/
 http://www.californiansagainsthate.com/
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 The other members of the religious coalition, the Catholic Church, Hawaii Family
 Advocates and the Hawaii Family Forum, all have registered their lobbyists in the
 state of Hawaii.
 Where are the other LDS lobbyists? Who are the “multiple lobbyists?” Sources atthe State Capitol have seen Mormon officials from Salt Lake City and Hawaii
 lobbying legislators during the past month. If this is the case, all of the Mormon
 Church employees who have crossed the threshold of five hours in a month must
 register as lobbyists under State of Hawaii law. Any of these Mormon Church
 employees who have been meeting with state legislators should have already
 registered with the Ethics Commission.
 First Hawaii LDS Letter 
 The Mormon Church is repeating some of its tactics from the Prop 8 campaign,
 including having letters read to all adult Mormons in Hawaii during Sunday
 services. From the Deseret News, "a letter read by local leaders on Sunday,
 September 15, 2013 advised members to study the church's 1995 Proclamation
 on the Family, which speaks out strongly against same-sex marriage, and call their
 state legislators to express their views." The letter continues, "we hope that you
 will urge your elected representatives to include in any such legislation a strong
 exemption for people and organizations of faith."
 In Hawaii, grassroots lobbying includes "soliciting others to communicate with any
 official in the legislative or executive branch for the purpose of attempting to
 influence legislative action."
 Mormon Church Stake President Owen Matsunaga was one of the three signers of 
 this letter. The writing and dissemination of this letter must have taken more
 than five hours in a single month and would thus constitute “grassroots lobbying.”
 If this is the case, why has Mr. Matsunaga, or any of the other signatories, Brook
 K. Parker or Matthew AJK Lung have not registered as lobbyists? Their letterurged Mormon Church members to communicate with their state legislators to
 influence the marriage equality bill coming up in the Special Legislative Session.
 Second Hawaii LDS Letter 
 Since many people were confused by the first letter because it did not strongly
 state Mormon Church opposition to same-sex marriage, a second letter was read
 to all adult church members in Hawaii on Sunday, October 13, 2013. Again, from
 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=728399173852329&set=a.508778472481068.104152007.508478355844413&type=1&theater
 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=728399173852329&set=a.508778472481068.104152007.508478355844413&type=1&theater
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=728399173852329&set=a.508778472481068.104152007.508478355844413&type=1&theater
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 the Mormon Church owned Deseret News; the second letter read "by local LDS
 Church leaders to adult members strongly opposed the bill… It (the letter) did
 encourage church members to educate themselves on the issue, call their
 lawmakers and 'join your voices with others in organizations who share your
 views.'"
 The article only mentions that the letter was signed by local Mormon Church
 leaders. Who was behind these letters? Are they originating from Salt Lake City
 like the letter read during the Prop 8 campaign?
 Where were these letters printed? How much did the printing of these letters
 cost? How many letters were handed out at Mormon stakes and wards
 throughout Hawaii? This sounds like it once again constitutes “grassroots
 lobbying” by the Mormon Church.
 BYU Hawaii – Campaign Headquarters? 
 Steven C. Wheelwright appears to continue to actively oppose same-sex marriage
 as president of BYU Hawaii. In his Devotional to students last Thursday, October
 17, 2013 he apparently asked them to get involved in the cause, and said that the
 Church would refuse to cooperate if same-sex marriage became law in Hawaii.
 It also appears that Mr. Wheelwright and other paid employees of the Mormon
 Church owned BYU Hawaii have worked to recruit students and residents to lobbytheir state legislators and volunteer to stop same-sex marriage from becoming
 law. Attached is an email exchange with the official ward (congregation) for BYU
 Hawaii where the LDS ward urges a Hawaii resident to voice opposition to
 marriage equality by contacting their legislators and by volunteering with the
 Hawaii Family Forum (Attachment 2).
 Request to Closely Watch Mormon Church Activity 
 It appears that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is once again waginga secret campaign to stop same-sex from becoming law in Hawaii. We ask the
 Commission to carefully monitor any and all LDS Church involvement during next
 week’s Special Legislative Session and take all appropriate measures to make sure
 that everyone complies with Hawaii lobbying laws.
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
 http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/california-and-same-sex-marriage
 http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/california-and-same-sex-marriage
 http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/california-and-same-sex-marriage
 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865588398/Hawaiis-largest-faiths-oppose-same-sex-marriage-bill.html
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 NOM Running Television and Radio Commercials
 The Washington, DC based National Organization for Marriage (NOM), the
 nation’s leading anti-gay marriage organization is running both television and
 radio ads to defeat the same-sex marriage bill in Hawaii.
 According to an email sent out yesterday by NOM president Brian Brown, he
 confirms it: “This past Monday, NOM launched a major statewide television
 advertisement campaign designed to educate and mobilize marriage supporters
 throughout the islands. We're also phoning tens of thousands of marriage
 supporters in Hawaii to urge them to contact their state representatives. We've
 had to virtually empty our coffers to take these steps, but we are determined to
 do everything possible to prevail.” 
 Chapter 97 of the state lobbyist law requires that people and organizations who
 meet certain criteria must register as lobbyists with the Hawaii State Ethics
 Commission and/or must report their lobbying expenditures, as well as
 contributions received for the purpose of lobbying, by filing reports with the
 Hawaii State Ethics Commission.
 Certainly NOM’s admission of a “major statewide television advertising
 campaign” and a “massive phone operation” would require Brian Brown, the
 National Organization for Marriage and any of its other employees or officers toregister as lobbyists with the Hawaii Ethics Commission. Preparation of these
 activities would take far more than five hours in a month and cost far more than
 the $750 threshold to register as a lobbyist. As of today, there is no record that
 they have filed the necessary paperwork as grassroots lobbyists in Hawaii.
 I am aware that the Special Legislative secession begins in three days, but I hope
 that you will look into my findings and if the activities of the Church of Jesus Christ
 of Latter-day Saints and the National Organization for Marriage have met the
 thresholds for lobbying, that the Commission will have them register at once.

Page 9
                        

7/27/2019 Hawaii Ethics Commission Letter.pdf
 http://slidepdf.com/reader/full/hawaii-ethics-commission-letterpdf 9/11
  
 Thank you very much for your consideration of my findings.
 Very truly yours,
 Fred Karger
 President
 Rights Equal Rights
 323-656-1931
 1278 Glenneyre, #20, Laguna Beach, 92651
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 BYU Hawaii Email Correspondence
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