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 Geometric Principles: Three elements are the basis of proportion in
 Arabic Calligraphy:
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 vertical stroke (3-12) dots.
 • The width of the alif, (the dot) which is the
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 within which all Arabic letters
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 Kufi or Kufic: is noted for its proportional measurements, angularity,
 and squareness. Kufic is one of the earliest styles to be used to record
 the word of God in the Qur’an. One of the early kufic inscriptions can
 be seen inside the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem.
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 Thuluth means “one third,” referring to the proportion of the pen
 in relation to a previous style called Tumaar. It was first
 formulated in the 7th century A.D., and fully developed in the 9th
 century. It is noted for its cursive letters and its use as an
 ornamental script.
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 Nasakh means “copy” in Arabic, is one of the earliest scripts,
 redesigned by Ibn Muqlah in the 10th century A.D., using a
 comprehensive system of proportion. It is noted for its clarity to
 read and write, and was used to copy the Qur’an.
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 Ta’liq means “hanging,” referring to the shape of the letters, is a
 cursive script developed by the Persians in the early part of the 9th
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 Diwani was developed by the Ottomans from the Ta’liq style. This
 style became a favorite script for writing in the Ottoman chancellery,
 and its name was derived from the word “Diwan,” which means the
 “Royal Court.”
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 Riq’a is a style that has evolved from Nasakh and Thuluth. It is
 noted for its simplicity and its short horizontal stems. The word
 Riq’a means “a small sheet,” which could be an indication of the
 media on which it was originally created.
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 Tughra’ was used by the Ottoman sultans as their signature.
 It was supposed to be impossible to imitate.
 Basmallah in Tughra’ style Signature of an Ottoman Sultan

Page 19
                        

Fayeq Oweis, Ph.D.
 The Art of Arabic Calligraphy
 Pictorial Calligraphy: words are manipulated and structured
 into the shape of a human figure, a bird, an animal or an object.
 Prayer in a form of a human figure
 “I testify that there is no god, but God
 and Muhammad is a messenger of God"
 Prayer in a form of a Lion
 “Ali bin abi Talib, the victorious lion of God,
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 in Architecture where inscriptions provided:
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