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2015 Regional OfficersChairperson Karen Perrault Vice Chairperson Larry EwaskaTreasurer Terri Mercurio Secretary Carolyn Quadt 562 598-7028
 Appointed PositionsChief Judge Tom Mercurio Technical Chairperson Ronny Shaver Membership Chairperson Pierre LemieuxAwards Chairperson Gary Cerveny Newsletter Editor Dori OisenHospitality Chairperson Joan Hugron Cell: (949) 439-0465Marketing/Advertising Gene TowIe Directory Editor Karen Perrault Webmaster Steve Power-Fardy Archivist Diane Cerveny Bylaws, Policies, Procedures
 2015 Board of DirectorsCharles Bivens Paul DaileyFulton Haight Betty GreenDori Olsen Bill SundinClint Camomot Joan HugronRobert/Nancy Ratinoff
 Editorial StaffEditor: Dori Olsen
 Cell Phone: (424) 644-5987 [email protected]
 Please reference RROC in the subject line when sending an email to the editor. Do not send any material or photos that carry a copyright. It is our policy not to publish copyrighted material.
 The Spirit of Ecstasy is published monthly, approximately two weeks after the meet. Articles and notices should be received no later than the 15th of the month prior. Please identify cars (with chassis numbers) and individuals in all photographs. Private party advertisements for Rolls-Royce/Bentley sales, wanted items, parts, lost and found, or information will be published for members at no charge. For car sales, include chassis number and asking price. Photos will be published at a nominal charge. Non-member advertising will be accepted at published rates. Display advertising is accepted, at the discretion of the Editor, for business card, 1/4, 1/2, or full page insertions in increments of three, six or twelve months. Advertisements are published as a courtesy to the membership. The Southern California Region and its Editor(s) do not assume responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from publication. Members are responsible for investigating any advertising claims prior to entering into an agreement with an advertiser. Please contact the Editor(s) for information or published rates. Articles reflect the opinion of the authors and do not necessarily reflect national or regional policy. The Southern California Region and its Editor(s) seek to publish accurate material but neither assumes responsibility in the event of a claim of loss or damage resulting from publication. The organization is under the control of the National RROC.
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 MarchDON’T FORGET!!!
 CARS AND GUITARS
 RAY SCHERR AUTO COLLECTIONSpecial date - March 7, 2015.
 Don’t forget this phenomenal opportunity to visit one of the rare super collections of automobiles, guitars and automobilia in Southern California.
 Space is limited to 40 people, so send in your reservations ASAP!
 Location: The Ray Scherr Automobile Collection 2630 Townsgate Road, Suite B Westlake Village, CA 91361 Enter from the alley in the rear of the building.
 DATE: March 7, 2015TIME: 9:00 a.m. The doors open at 9:30 a.m. and will close at noon.HOST: Thomas Warden - (818) 710-8131COST: $10 per person No-host lunch - no host bar. Lunch cost is NOT included in the price.
 Directions to the meet:From Los Angeles-San Fernando Valley:101 freeway northbound towards Ventura Offramp Westlake Blvd. Turn left over the freeway bridge,continue to second traffic light and intersection, turn right.Go about 1 ~ blocks on the left to 2630 Townsgate Road, Suite B, Westlake Village, CA.
 From Ventura County:101 freeway southbound with offramp at Westlake Blvd. Turnright one block to intersection of Townsgate Road, turn right onTownsgate Road. Go to 2630 Townsgate Road, Suite B.
 Do NOT miss this opportunity! Visiting a private automobilecollection of this caliber is very rare.
 RROC Southern California Region and San
 Diego Region Member Breakfast Rally
 Please join us for a joint breakfast rally in sunny Palm Springs on Sunday, March 22nd! Tire kicking begins at 9:00 a.m. with breakfast commencing at 9:30 a.m. at fabulous Si Bon. The address is:
 40101 Monterey Ave, Rancho Mirage at the corner of Monterey and Country Club in the Albertson’s shopping center.
 This is a no-host breakfast and everyone is responsible for their own bill.
 Please RSVP to Pierre Lemieux by email at [email protected] or by phone at (760) 408-0230
 Please see page 4 for complete details on the 42nd annualConcours d’Elegance at Santa Anita.
 Judges are still needed for the Concours.Please call Tom Mercurio for information.
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 Chairman’s CornerHi there!
 We are about to begin our third month of 2015 and we have had an outstanding start to the year. Our last three events have had over fifty attendees at each one, which includes our holiday party, the visit to see the Endeavour and the Pompeii exhibits and the Reagan Library with the Ultimate Car Collection. I am very pleased to have such great participation.
 Many thanks go to our Technical Chair Ronny Shaver for the very successful Saturday Technical Meets. If there is some mechanical issue you have with your vehicle and would like it discussed at a tech meet, please get in contact with Ronny. Steve Power-Fardy has been videotaping most of the technical meets so be sure to visit our website to view the videos.
 March is going to be a very busy month with a Tech Meet, an event at the Ray Scherr Collection, a judging seminar, the Palm Springs Breakfast Meet and our annual Concours d’Elegance at the end of the month. The Concours is our premier event of the year and your car doesn’t have to be pristine condition to display it: you just have to have pride and want to show her off. You will come away with a fantastic car badge, a beautiful participation ribbon and maybe even a trophy, but at the very least you will enjoy a fabulous day with your RROC friends, have a delightful lunch, and remind yourself how proud you are to be a Rolls-Royce or Bentley owner.
 New this year is the electronic version of the newsletter, beginning with the February issue. It will be sent to all members around the fifth of the month for whom we have an email address so be sure and verify that we have your correct email. Please contact me at [email protected] if you need to update it. I want to personally thank the very enthusiastic and dedicated 2015 Board of Directors. You will be able to recognize this new board by the royal blue name tags that they will be wearing. If you have suggestions or comments concerning any of our activities please let one of these board members know. We are all here to make this club work for you.
 Drive safely and get out and enjoy that beautiful PMC.
 See you at the Concours!
 Karen
 March7 Cars and Guitars – The Scherr Collection $10 Host: Tom Warden No-Host Lunch
 7 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 14 Judging Seminar Host: Ronny Shaver
 22 Quarterly Breakfast Rally in Palm Springs Host: Pierre Lemieux
 28 Concours d’ Elegance $78 Host: Nancy Ratinoff
 3/27 - 4/2 RROC National Meet – Orlando, Florida
 April4 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 8 Pageant of the Masters Tour is Free Hosts: Howard and Betty Green No-Host Lunch
 11 Board Meeting Hosts: Leo and Ivy Chu
 10 - 12 La Jolla Concours d’Elegance This is a non RROC-sponsored event
 May9 Technical Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 17 Aaron Weiss Collection and the Huntington Library $50 Host: Dennis and Liz Kneier
 June6 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 18-28 RREC Rally 2015
 July18 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
 August1 Tech Meet Host: Ronny Shaver
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 42nd Annual Concours d’Elegance By Nancy Ratinoff
 Our celebrated Concours d’Elegance will be held on March 28th at the famous Santa Anita Park. Our renowned Concours is the premiere event of the spring and the diverse representation of cars on display spans the entire century of Rolls-Royce and Bentley production. Magnificent Pre-War to current sleek and high-powered motor cars will be on display.
 All members are welcome to attend this spectacular event. Members wishing only to display their vehicles are more then welcome to do so. Your car does not have to be judged or be in show condition to participate in this fun-filled day. Each exhibited car will receive a fantastic goody bag with both a limited edition car badge and participation ribbon, along with many other marvelous things. We are offering special pricing for people bringing an additional car with all of the perks of the first car. Please fill out the enclosed vehicle information card and send it with your remittance.
 Vehicle judging will be conducted as in the past. Exceptional traditional trophies will be presented to all 1st Place, 2nd Place, and 1st Place Touring winners. Trophies will also be given for Best of Show Pre-War and Post-War Motor Cars, and the Jim Toole Brace Award for the member bringing both the finest Pre-War and early Post-War car (after 1960). We will be presenting the Winners’ Circle Senior Award for the most outstanding car in the Winners’ Circle. The Winners’ Circle is comprised of all the 1st Place Concours winners from last year’s Concours. The People’s Choice Award allows everyone to vote for their favorite car. All 1st Place Concours winners and special award winners will receive a 5-gallon bucket filled with Mothers® Car Care Products. In addition, Mothers® is donating items for our goody bags. Mothers® continues to be a generous sponsor to our club, and please support them by buying their superb products. After announcing the award winners, we will have a raffle with sensational gifts where everyone has a chance to win something. Our judges will be meticulously inspecting cars for safety, authenticity, condition, and cleanliness. Judges are still needed! If you would like to be part of this gratifying experience, join a judging team and you will receive a special gift. Members with all levels of judging experience are encouraged to help. This is a great way to learn about these superb automobiles. If you are interested, please contact our Chief Judge Tom Mercurio at (661) 297 - 2888 or email him at [email protected] to volunteer. All cars must be equipped with a working fire extinguisher to be judged. People will enjoy the Sport of Kings while they eat like a king at the lavish buffet lunch that is certain to please their discriminating palates. Tables, umbrellas, and chairs will be set up on the grassy infield so that we can enjoy our sumptuous lunch while watching exquisite Thoroughbreds run swiftly past us. There will be cold soft drinks and bottled water during lunch from 12:00 to 2:00. This year we will be providing shade tents for your comfort. People should also bring a chair to relax on while basking in the warm California sunshine during the day. Prepare your rolling pride and joy and join us for a delightful and fun day at the races!
 Host: Nancy Ratinoff (818) 601-2277Date: March 28, 2015Time: Cars can begin arriving at 8:30 a.m.
 DEADLINE TO ENTER IS 10:00 A.M. NO EXCEPTIONS
 Location: Santa Anita Park 285 W. Huntington Drive (Gate 6) Arcadia, CA 91007 (just east of Pasadena)Cost: $78.00 for each car and 1 person (includes a goody bag, participation ribbon, Commemorative car badge, gift, and lunch.) $68.00 for each additional car and 1 person (includes all of the above.) $48.00 for each additional adult (includes gift and lunch.) $33.00 (For teens 13-17; includes lunch.) $20.00 (For children 4-12; includes lunch.) RSVP Deadline: March 23, 2015
 Directions:From the west: The 134 will become the I-210 Freeway East. Proceed on the I-210 Freeway East. Exit at the Santa Anita Ave. off ramp and turn right. Proceed to Huntington Drive and turn right. Bear right at the “Y” onto Colorado Place and enter Gate 6 on the left.
 From the east: Take the San Bernardino Freeway (I-10) west to the I-210 Freeway West. Exit at the Santa Anita Ave. off ramp and turn left. Proceed to Huntington Drive and turn right. Bear right at the “Y” onto Colorado Place and enter Gate 6 on the left.
 2015 Judging Seminar This year will be our RROC Southern California Region’s 42nd Concours d’Elegance and we hope to have many cars at this year’s event. Not many car clubs can boast that they have had the 42 consecutive Concours d’ Elegance shows that we have had and in such a beautiful setting.
 Judging the cars on the field is a good way to meet other club members and to get to know all of the beautiful cars and their various design and engineering features. The best way to get to know the judging process and to find out how much fun it can be is to attend the judging seminar. This year’s judging seminar will be hosted by our Chief Judge Tom Mercurio and Technical Chairman Ronny Shaver. Fundamentals for concours judging will be covered along with specifics concerning concours protocol. This year we will include some “hands-on” judging exercises on participants own cars to enhance the experience. The best way to improve one’s own car is to become familiar with the judging process. Anyone participating in the seminar will become qualified to judge at the upcoming event. We will also cover pre-event safety checks to make sure that your PMC makes it to and from the event without the dreaded “failure to proceed”.
 Please plan on attending this fun event and get to know some more of your fellow club members by helping to judge this year’s 42nd Concours d’Elegance at the Santa Anita race track on March 28th.
 The seminar will be held at “Ronny’s Garage” on Saturday, March 14th. Doughnuts, bagels and beverages will be supplied. There is no cost for this event but please RSVP to Ronny Shaver at [email protected] or call (714) 953-0896.
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 The Pompeii and Endeavour Experience Wow! What an experience!
 On January 11th we started the day by stepping back in time to August, 79 A.D. where we learned what life was like in the Roman city of Pompeii through displays of over 150 artifacts and mufti-media presentations. There was even a brothel! The video reenacting the fateful day when Mount Vesuvius erupted was incredible.
 Our day continued on to modern times where we learned about NASA’s space shuttle program. The shuttle’s bathroom and waste treatment system was one of
 many engineering marvels that had to be overcome. We watched the video “Mission 26: The Big Endeavor” that chronicled the Endeavour’s journey through the streets of Los Angeles from LAX to the California Science Center. And finally, we entered
 the Samuel Oschin Pavilion and saw the Endeavour on display. Incredible!
 We completed the day with delicious box lunches in the gallery of the Science Center.
 What a day! Huge thanks to our hosts Larry and Gary Ewaska who really worked some magic to obtain the tickets for us on the last day of the exhibit.
 The back of EndeavourThe front of Endeavour
 The Might of the U.S. Air Force
 Endeavour
 The group at the Endeavour exhibit
 Hosts Gary and Larry Ewaska with Chairman Karen Perrault
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 Pompeii PhotosGathering for the Pompeii exhibit
 Figure from Pompeii
 The agony of Pompeii
 Pompeii figures
 Artifacts from Pompeii
 Overcome by ash
 Pompeii gold necklace
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 Ask RonnyWhy Does My R-Type Veer When Braking?
 by Ronny Shaver
 I recently worked on a 1953 R-Type Bentley that would dart, or veer one direction or the other when braking. The disconcerting part was that the direction of veering was unpredictable, meaning it would pull right one time and then maybe left or right the next time. This condition could easily be blamed on brake problems since it only happens when the brakes are used. The steering system had more than the usual looseness or play for a 60+ year old car. The customer never complained about the brake pull but did complain that the steering felt loose and asked if I could adjust the steering box. Obviously, further investigation was in order!
 After raising the car and inspecting the front brakes I determined that they were not at fault. The brake shoes were adjusted properly, the linings were wearing evenly and the hydraulic systems were in order as I suspected. Next step, inspect the steering system. The first problem I found was looseness inside the steering gear box. A simple adjustment corrected that problem. Looseness in the steering gear box can be detected by gently rocking the steering wheel left then right and watching the pitman arm (arm that comes out of the steering box that connects to the steering linkages under the car) making sure that the pitman arm moves in unison with the steering wheel. There should be no delay in movement. Delay indicates looseness in the steering gear box mesh.
 One other problem I found was that the center steering lever unit had loose bushings. The center steering lever is located between the tie rods (rods that connect to the wheels). Looseness can be checked by pushing up and down where the tie rods connect to the center steering lever unit. The bushings are bronze and must be pressed in and reamed to fit. Once that problem was corrected all of the looseness in the steering disappeared. Unfortunately, the pulling while braking condition continued.
 The customer indicated that a previous repair shop had replaced the radius (torque) arm bushings (tennis balls) recently so they were in good condition. What I found next turned out to be the true cause of the brake pulling. Look at the photo and notice the bushing behind the brake hose coming from the brake backing plate. See how the rubber is cracked and pulling away from the metal sleeve? Note also that the gap on the right (front) side is much larger than the gap on the left (rear) side. This positioning affects the steering and handling of the car. When braking, the worn out bushing will allow the center piece to shift forward and rearward causing the caster (alignment specification) to change. This changing caster specification will make the wheel want to turn towards the center of the car (when shifted rearward) and turn away from the center (when shifted forward).Not good.
 Now look at the other photo. This picture is of the lower front suspension control arm where it enters the center of the frame. Notice how the rubber is sticking out between the arm and the fixing bolt. This indicates that the bushing is deteriorated and not holding the lower
 control arm in the proper position during normal up and down movement. When the bushing deteriorates it allows the control arm to shift forward and rearward during braking. These seemingly small issues may not appear important at first look, but when combined with the loose steering issues and the fact that this car also had
 some old bias ply tires , can create a “perfect storm” for unpredictable steering and handling issues. This unpredictable condition causes many owners to keep their cars parked because they feel that it’s normal for an old car. Not true!
 Let’s look at the new parts before they were installed to see how they should look. The bushings on the left are for the lower control arm and the bushings on the right are for the upper control are. Note that they have steel sleeves on the inside and the outside and rubber bonded between. This rubber allows slight up and down movement with a twisting motion. The fore and aft movement should be nearly zero due the shear forces and also the upper replacement bushings have a rolled edge which further reduces movement. When new bushings are installed they need to be pressed in with a press or pressing tool. This is a difficult job, especially on the lower bushings because the lower frame plate must be dropped for access. This plate is under tremendous pressure from the road springs and should be done with extreme care and caution.
 The good news is that after this car was done it drove and braked straight and true at all speeds. One more success story.
 Thank you for the questions and keep them coming. Please send your questions to Ronny at [email protected].
 Happy Motoring!Ronny
 This is not black.
 This is Rolls-Royce Mason’s Black, Code LB 31819
 WHEN YOU LOVE CLASSICS, YOU SEE THINGS DIFFERENTLY.
 Our world is colored by classics. They’re what we love and all we insure. Join us at hagerty.com or call 800-922-4050. We may sell insurance, but we live classics.
 CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE
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 CLASSIC AUTOMOBILES AND CULTURE
 RROC SoCal Region
 Automobiles and Lunch at Aaron Weiss’s Collection followed by a docent-led tour at The Huntington Library, Art Galleries and
 Botanical Gardens
 Sunday, May 17th - $50 per person
 We will meet between 10:30 and 11:00 a.m. with fellow RROC members and guests at Aaron Weiss’s Collection to begin a fabulous event. Marvel at the incredible classic cars on display (approximately 40 cars) in a setting of exquisite ambiance. Aaron will give a short talk on the history of the collection and answer questions. A luncheon provided by the caterers from The Huntington will be available at about noon.
 At approximately 1:00 p.m. we will caravan over to The Huntington Library where we’ll park in a special reserved section of the lot. At 1:30 we will be greeted by docents for a tour of the Estate. After the tour, guests are welcome to stay to visit the various art galleries, botanical gardens and gift store. Note that there are 3 art galleries and 16 major botanical gardens. The grounds close at 4:30 p.m. The price for this all-inclusive event is $50 per person – truly a bargain. This includes lunch at Aaron’s, admission to The Huntington and the docent-led tour. Reservations should be received by May 1st (please try to get your reservation in by that date). However, last minute reservations will be accepted until May 11th. Prospective new members, friends, children and grandchildren who enjoy cars and culture are welcome. The check should be made payable to RROC-So Cal Region. Mail to Terri Mercurio (Treasurer), 22515 Garzota Drive, Santa Clarita, CA 91350
 Aaron Weiss’s Collection – 150 N. San Gabriel Blvd. #700, Pasadena, CA 91107 (NE corner of San Gabriel Blvd. and Walnut Ave. )
 Directions: From 201 Freeway, exit Sierra Madre Blvd. San Marino; go south on San Gabriel Blvd. a few blocks to Walnut Ave. There is ample parking.
 The Huntington Library – Directions will be provided at lunch. It’s 2.3 miles from Aaron’s to The Huntington. There will be special reserved parking for RROC cars in The Huntington lot.
 Hosts: Dennis and Liz Kneier – (626) 578-1109
 Pageant of the MastersWhere Art Comes To Life!
 The Pageant of the Masters is the crown jewel of the Laguna Beach Festival of Arts and is arguably one of the most unique productions in the entire world. It is world-renowned for the artistry and theatrical illusion of living pictures.
 What is it?
 A stage show of “living pictures” – incredibly faithful art re-creations of classical and contemporary works with real people posing to look exactly like their counterparts in the original pieces.
 We have the rare opportunity to take a behind-the-scenes tour of the facility followed by no-host lunch at a nearby restaurant. The tour will last approximately one hour. Plan to arrive early since parking may be challenging.
 Event Information
 What: Pageant of the Masters - Behind the Scenes TourDate: Wednesday, April 8, 2015Time: 10:00 am (sharp), followed by lunchWhere: Festival of Arts - Laguna Beach 650 Laguna Canyon Road Laguna Beach, CA 92651Cost: Tour is free followed by a no-host lunchHosts: Howard and Betty Green
 RSVP Deadline: Sunday, April 5th to Howard Green (310) 429-7721 or [email protected]
 The Cover StoryBy Diane Cerveny
 Our Red Ghost is a 1924 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, Chassis #140AU. The chassis was returned to the factory in 1925 and updated with a new axle and front brakes. The skiff body currently on the chassis was built and installed in the ‘70’s in Washington State. We purchased this car to be our tour car for the 2003 Alpine Tour (a re-creation of the 1913 race that put Rolls-Royce on the map as the world’s finest car). It was shipped to Felixstowe in England where we picked it up and drove it from England through France and Germany to Austria for the start of the tour. We then took it through Austria, Northern Italy and Slovenia and then back to Austria. We crossed the 13 highest passes in the Alps and then after the tour we drove it back across Europe to England - all this in 6 weeks. In 2004 Gary restored the car with new paint, interior, fabric, body and engine work. Since that time we have taken this car on the Scottish Tour - from London to the northernmost point in Scotland, the Montana Tour, the Napa Valley Tour, and most recently the Colorado Tour. This Ghost has served us well for many miles through rain, wind, hail and snow and never failed to proceed. We try to take as good care of her as she does of us.
 Flying “A” Garage
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 RROC NATIONAL BOARD ELECTIONSSUPPORT WESTERN NORTH
 AMERICA CANDIDATES
 In a few months, it will be time to vote for six members of our 2015 RROC National Board.
 Currently, there are Four Board Members who represent“West of the Yellow Line.” There are Nine Board Members who represent “East of the Yellow Line.”
 One of the Four “Western” Board Members is up for re-election. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!
 When you vote this year, please remember:
 (1) Vote for AT LEAST FIVE people(2) Vote for NO MORE THAN SIX people
 If you vote for fewer than five or more than six, your votewill not be counted.
 There are three EXCELLENT CANDIDATES from the Western USA:
 Brent Heath • Dick Tilden • Ivonne Webb
 When their resumes are published in The Flying Lady -- PLEASE consider them when you vote. They have each made AMAZING CONTRIBUTIONS to RROC at both the local and at the national level.
 Please SUPPORT our WESTERN NORTH AMERICA CANDIDATES.
 February Tech MeetBy Steve Power-Fardy
 The February Tech Meet at Ronny’s Garage was divided between two common maintenance projects. A 1989 Silver Spur had issues with its cruise control, and a 1965 Silver Cloud had a power steering ram that was leaking fluid all over the floor.
 For one car it was a simple part swap-out under the hood/bonnet, while the other was a more intensive job, which required it be put up on a lift.
 While up in the air, Ronny took the opportunity to point out all of the common transmission fluid, oil and power steering fluid leak areas of a Silver Cloud starting from the back shocks and differential up through the drive train, transmission and engine to the power steering ram located just below the front bumper. In short, a bumper-to-bumper inspection.
 Ronny disconnected the hoses from the ram, removed the protecting bracket, and unscrewed the power steering ram. He then took the ram to the workbench so everyone could see as he took it apart, cleaned it, replaced the leaking seal and rebuilt the ram and put it back on the car. Of course the hoses were connected and new fluid was added and the steering was tested. Ronny told the attendees that the most common reason for the leakage is the driver colliding with a parking stop. Which is why it is probably called a power steering ram.
 Looking on while Ronny demonstrates
 Ronny pointing out Shock leak
 Ronny talking under the car
 Member Paul Dailey has his 1989 Silver Spur’s cruise control dissected and new parts installed
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 EST. 1989
 800 423-5525 calcarcover.com
 Premium Car Covers for Bentley&Rolls-Royce
 USE CODE "RROC" WHEN PLACING AN ORDER
 FLOOR MATS • SEAT COVERS • COLLECTIBLES • GARAGE ITEMS
 Rolls Royce 0614_Layout 1 6/29/14 1:19 PM Page 1
 Rolls-Royce Bentley Exclusive Expert Service
 By appointment only please
 Repair-Inspection-Restoration
 1111 West 1st St
 Santa Ana, CA 92703
 714-953-0896 [email protected]
 Ronny Shaver
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