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7/26/13 Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft Sticks « Frugal Fun For Boys
 frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/ 1/6
 « Make a Water Scope for Viewing Pond Life Mom vs. The Boys: How I do things, and how they do them! »
 Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft SticksDid you know that you can build an exploding chain reaction by weaving together popsicle sticks or craft sticks? I saw this post on Pinterest from Mom Trusted,and I knew that the boys would want to try this!
 The chain stays together as long as you hold down the end that you are building onto. Release the end and…
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/15/make-a-water-scope-for-viewing-pond-life/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/11/mom-vs-the-boys-how-i-do-things-and-how-they-do-them/
 http://earlylearning.momtrusted.com/2013/03/popsicle-stick-chain-reaction/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-6.jpg
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-5.jpg
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7/26/13 Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft Sticks « Frugal Fun For Boys
 frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/ 2/6
 There is a video of our chain reaction in action at the end of the post!
 The post on Mom Trusted said that the chain was pretty easy to build. We found that it was actually kind of tricky to get started. I didn’t want to be defeated by this sillyproject, so I was determined to get it right! We put it aside for awhile, and when we came back to it, Aidan and I figured out the chain right away. Getting started is the hardpart – once you master than, the chain is not so bad.
 Here’s how to build one:
 We found that wide craft sticks work better than the skinny sticks.
 Step 1: Arrange 4 craft sticks into this pattern. Make them look exactly like this.
 Step 2: Add another stick to the top to secure the end. This stick must go diagonally across to hold down the ends of the top horizontal stick and the right vertical stick. Ifit won’t hold them both down, slide those two sticks out farther until they are successfully held down by the stick you added.
 This next photo also shows the first chain stick added.
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-5.jpg
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-1.jpg
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 frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/ 3/6
 Step 3: Build the chain by adding craft sticks, one at a time to each side. Each stick should go over one stick, and under one stick.
 If a video would help, you can check out the post at Mom Trusted. They have a great instructional video posted as well as a video of some kids who built a chain reactionwith 1,000 sticks! That one is totally worth watching.
 Our longest chain so far was only about 200 sticks. We must get to the store and buy more sticks!
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-2.jpg
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-4.jpg
 http://earlylearning.momtrusted.com/2013/03/popsicle-stick-chain-reaction/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-8.jpg
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 frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/ 4/6
 TweetTweet 42 32
 I would recommend this project for ages 8 and up, depending on the kid. Aidan is 9, turning 10 in July, and he was able to figure out the process. If you’re willing to do thebuilding yourself, any age would love watching it explode! You can be the coolest mom on the block this summer with this project!
 And now, here’s a video of our largest chain in action:
 Poseidon's Warning
 You are accessing a Restricted site
 This instance has been logged
 If you liked this idea, be sure to “like” the Frugal Fun for Boys Facebook page! I’ll be sharing screen-free summer ideas for keeping kids busy every daystarting after Memorial Day.
 Or follow me on Pinterest - I have boards for crafts, kids activities, and more!
 May 13th, 2013 | Tags: Active Play | Category: Active Play, Ages 8-10, Family Fun
 34 comments to Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft Sticks
 AngieMay 13, 2013 at 9:18 pm · Reply
 Gonna have to try this! Give David something fun to do while his brothers are gone! Thanks for sharing!
 JacobMay 14, 2013 at 3:28 am · Reply
 This is totally awesome!
 Vanessa @ See Vanessa CraftMay 14, 2013 at 9:17 am · Reply
 How fun!! I’d love for you to link this up to Tot School Tuesday: http://seevanessacraft.com/2013/05/tot-school-tuesday-healthy-fruit-popsicle-recipe-fine-motor-skills/
 Cassie @ 3Dinosaurs.comMay 14, 2013 at 10:30 am · Reply
 I am so going to do this!
 CherylMay 14, 2013 at 10:43 am · Reply
 WOW! Now that is fun! I will need to do this with my kids Thanks for sharing!
 KirstyleeMay 14, 2013 at 2:31 pm · Reply
 This looks so cool! I cannot wait to tray this with my kids. Thanks for the detailed pictures.
 AshleyMay 14, 2013 at 3:55 pm · Reply
 This is so awesome! We will have to do it (probably over and over)! I would love for you to share at Mom’s Library this week (opens this evening)!
 http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Build%20a%20Chain%20Reaction%20with%20Popsicle%20or%20Craft%20Sticks%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F%20
 http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&t=Build%20a%20Chain%20Reaction%20with%20Popsicle%20or%20Craft%20Sticks
 https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to&su=Build%20a%20Chain%20Reaction%20with%20Popsicle%20or%20Craft%20Sticks&body=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&ui=2&tf=1&shva=1
 http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&title=Build%20a%20Chain%20Reaction%20with%20Popsicle%20or%20Craft%20Sticks
 http://www.google.com/reader/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&title=Build%20a%20Chain%20Reaction%20with%20Popsicle%20or%20Craft%20Sticks&srcURL=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&srcTitle=Frugal+Fun+For+Boys+
 https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&text=Build%20a%20Chain%20Reaction%20with%20Popsicle%20or%20Craft%20Sticks%20-%20http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F
 http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugalfun4boys.com%2F2013%2F05%2F13%2Fbuild-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks%2F
 http://www.tce.edu/
 http://www.tce.edu/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/chain-reaction-8.jpg
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Frugal-Fun-for-Boys/166315510062374
 http://pinterest.com/sarahmomof4boys/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/tag/active-play/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/category/activities-by-age/active-play/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/category/activities-by-age/ages-8-10/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/category/activities-by-age/family-fun/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76215
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76215#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76235
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76235#respond
 http://seevanessacraft.com/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76260
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76260#respond
 http://seevanessacraft.com/2013/05/tot-school-tuesday-healthy-fruit-popsicle-recipe-fine-motor-skills/
 http://3dinosaurs.com/wordpress/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76269
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76269#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76270
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76270#respond
 http://www.momshavequestionstoo.com/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76292
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76292#respond
 http://www.lifewithmoorebabies.blogspot.com/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76300
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76300#respond
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7/26/13 Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft Sticks « Frugal Fun For Boys
 frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/ 5/6
 KeithaMay 14, 2013 at 8:30 pm · Reply
 Thanks for sharing such great instructions. We can’t wait to try it.
 FIRLAYAN ÇUBUKLAR! — İNCİMİNCİMay 15, 2013 at 10:01 am · Reply
 [...] İşte yapılış aşamaları Frugalfun4boys.com‘da. [...]
 Build an exploding chain reaction from craft sticks | DiyReal.comMay 17, 2013 at 11:52 am · Reply
 [...] Source: frugalfun4boys.com [...]
 SylviaMay 17, 2013 at 3:17 pm · Reply
 A friend just shared this on Pinterest. I got out our popsicle sticks to try it. But I cannot figure out how to set them up correctly! I get lost between the secondand the third pictures. It seems impossible. Augh!
 SarahDeesMay 17, 2013 at 8:42 pm · Reply
 I’m sorry it’s not working! We had trouble at the beginning. Are you using popsicle sticks or craft sticks? We found that the wide craft sticks workbetter. Also, you might try going to the post that I linked to at Mom Trusted and watching the instructional video. It was really helpful for us – but I had
 to keep pausing the video to make ours match the screen! I hope it works for you!
 Weekend Reads 5.18.13 | Not Just CuteNot Just CuteMay 18, 2013 at 2:46 am · Reply
 [...] Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft Sticks {Frugal Fun for Boys} [...]
 ChristineMay 18, 2013 at 7:50 pm · Reply
 Love it! We had a hard time getting them to stay put at the beginning so we used a heavy book to hold them. Worked out very well!
 SarahDeesMay 18, 2013 at 9:01 pm · Reply
 The book on the end is a fantastic idea, Christine! Thanks for sharing!
 Janis CoxMay 20, 2013 at 9:41 am · Reply
 Hi,Well done. Excellent tutorial. Loved watching this.
 Blessings,Janis http://www.janiscox.comPS – please email me your Twitter if you have one. Can’t find your Twitter name.
 Janis CoxMay 20, 2013 at 9:43 am · Reply
 Sorry ignore the part about the Twitter – was on another page. I have it now.J
 CorinneMay 20, 2013 at 3:09 pm · Reply
 About how many sticks did you use? I want to be sure to get enough…
 SarahDeesMay 23, 2013 at 9:58 pm · Reply
 We had about 250, and my boys are wanting to build a longer one! I just bought another box of 300. I’d say a box of 300 is good to start with, and ifyour family is really into it, you can add more later.
 Margaret AlexanderMay 23, 2013 at 4:01 pm · Reply
 This is neat. I and my friend are sunday school teachers for 1 and 2nd graders. That would be good for the walls of Jericho. I’m going to show it to my friendand see what she says…Thanks we need all thehelp we can get…Praise the Lord.
 http://keithaschaos.blogspot.com/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76325
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76325#respond
 http://www.inciminci.com/?p=9699
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76380
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76380#respond
 http://diyreal.com/build-an-exploding-chain-reaction-from-craft-sticks/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76567
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76567#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76586
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76586#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76609
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76609#respond
 http://notjustcute.com/2013/05/18/weekend-reads-5-18-13/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76630
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76630#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76721
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76721#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76728
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76728#respond
 http://www.janiscox.com/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76877
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76877#respond
 http://www.janiscox.com/
 http://www.janiscox.com/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76878
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76878#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-76893
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=76893#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-77260
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=77260#respond
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 frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/ 6/6
 and see what she says…Thanks we need all thehelp we can get…Praise the Lord.
 20 Craft Stick Crafts - Red Ted Art's BlogMay 23, 2013 at 10:54 pm · Reply
 [...] Frugal Fun For Boys has this GREAT Craft Stick Chain Reaction – think Dominoes, but BETTER. PLEASE take a look. Great [...]
 Popsicle Stick Flag Craft - Frugal Fun For BoysMay 25, 2013 at 3:03 pm · Reply
 [...] smaller sized popsicle sticks because I was trying to buy more crafts sticks to make a longer exploding chain reaction, but I bought the wrong kind. So we’ll beusing popsicle sticks for many projects to [...]
 shout it out sunday. - A girl and a glue gunMay 26, 2013 at 7:11 am · Reply
 [...] frugal fun for boys [...]
 donovanMay 27, 2013 at 9:18 am · Reply
 awsum im going to try it
 AngieJune 5, 2013 at 2:08 am · Reply
 Pretty sure my GIRLS will love this!
 {School Holiday Fun} Kids Craft Ideas » The Organised HousewifeJune 25, 2013 at 4:01 pm · Reply
 [...] Build a Chain Reaction with Popsicle or Craft Sticks [...]
 Reação em cadeia com palitos de picoléJune 25, 2013 at 7:35 pm · Reply
 [...] No site Frugal Fun for Boys tem maiores detalhes sobre como [...]
 En el verano .. arte con palitos de helado !!!June 29, 2013 at 11:36 pm · Reply
 [...] favorito de este día .. Exploción de palitos .. vean el video es [...]
 20+ Unplugged Activities for Tween Age Boys « Frugal Fun For BoysJune 30, 2013 at 6:54 pm · Reply
 [...] Build a chain reaction from craft sticks. This was so fun! Instructions in the original post. [...]
 ATIVIDADES EDUCATIVAS- BRINCADEIRAS COM PAUZINHOS DE SORVETE! | ATIVIDADES EDUCATIVASJuly 10, 2013 at 12:16 pm · Reply
 [...] Veja aqui a atividade educativa! [...]
 miguelJuly 14, 2013 at 4:34 am · Reply
 espectacular, hasta verlo no lo creí, voy a hacerlo con mis sobrinos, gracias por esta divertida e interesante idea, gracias.
 KylieMJuly 18, 2013 at 11:09 pm · Reply
 ooo .. another one for Afters next week!
 Exploding Popsicle Sticks « Live More Daily | Live More DailyJuly 22, 2013 at 8:52 am · Reply
 [...] Frugal Fun 4 Boys [...]
 Julie @White Lights on WednesdayJuly 22, 2013 at 10:12 am · Reply
 That’s so cool. My kids are going to love this!
 http://www.redtedart.com/2013/05/24/0-craft-stick-crafts/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-77264
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=77264#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/25/popsicle-stick-flag-craft/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-77342
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=77342#respond
 http://www.agirlandagluegun.com/2013/05/shout-it-out-sunday.html
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-77378
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=77378#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-77447
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=77447#respond
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-78197
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=78197#respond
 http://theorganisedhousewife.com.au/craft/kids-craft/school-holiday-fun-kids-craft-ideas/
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-79445
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=79445#respond
 http://www.oxiurus.com/post/2013/06/25/Reacao-em-cadeia-com-palitos-de-picole.aspx
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/#comment-79456
 http://frugalfun4boys.com/2013/05/13/build-a-chain-reaction-with-popsicle-or-craft-sticks/?replytocom=79456#respond
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